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Introduction 

Recently  a new  word  has  appeared  in  the  Christian  vocabu- 
lary - ecumenicity.  This  one  word  signifies  a movement  toward 
a united  church.  The  Christian  leaders  in  this  great  under- 
taking are  looking  to  youth  to  furnish  the  impetus,  and  the 
young  people  are  answering  the  challenge. 

The  average  young  person  of  today  is  not  interested  in,  or 
even  strongly  opposed  to  the  present  denominationalism.  He  re- 
alizes that  one  church  will  not  fit  the  needs  of  all  any  more 
than  will  the  same  education,  but  he  feels  the  artificiality  of 
denominational  lines  as  they  now  exist.  If  he  is  interested  in 
the  progress  of  religion,  he  is  interested  in  THE  church,  not 
in  a particular  church.  There  are  probably  two  significant 
reasons  for  this  attitude.  Either  the  differences  are  so  petty 
and  of  such  ancient  origin  that  he  doesn't  know  what  they  are, 
or  he  knows  them  and  realizes  their  pettiness  and  relative  un- 
importance. Thus  he  is  both  willing  and  eager  to  cross  denom- 
inational barriers.  Like  charity,  this  task  must  begin  at 
home.  We  can't  expect  a world  movement  when  our  local  churches 
are  treading  on  one  another's  toes* 

The  young  people  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  embarked  upon  a 

real  venture  in  ecumenicity  with  the  organization  of  the  Syra- 
cuse Junior  Council  of  Churches.  Its  program,  being  carried  on 
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in  this  city  of  over  200,000  people,  with  62  Protestant  churches, 
is  not  mere  cooperation  denoting  tolerance  and  lack  of  compe- 
tition. Rather,  it  is  the  planning  and  execution  of  an  inte- 
grated program  in  which  all  groups  share  equally* 

Many  of  the  projects  have  become  widely  known,  and  there 
have  been  several  requests  for  information  concerning  the  acti- 
vities and  purposes*  Unfortunately  there  is  no  complete  written 
record  of  the  work.  Because  of  this  fact,  it  is  not  easy  to 
fulfill  such  requests.  Many  of  the  leaders  have  expressed  the 
wish  that  someone  familiar  with  the  Junior  Council  of  Churches 
might  undertake  this  task.  Therefore  I have  chosen  to  select 
this  subject  for  my  thesis. 

Materials  are  scattered,  and  no  records  available  for  some 
activities.  I served  as  president  of  the  organization  from 
September  of  1937  to  June  of  1940.  Much  of  the  information  to 
be  found  in  this  account  is  taken  from  notes,  programs,  and 
bulletins  which  were  produced  during  those  three  years. 

Most  of  it,  however,  is  from  the  files  of  our  friend  and 
adviser,  Robert  H.  Smith,  formerly  secretary  of  boys*  work  at 
the  Syracuse  Y.M.C.A.  and  supervisor  of  youth  work  appointed 
by  the  Syracuse  Council  of  Churches.  He  is  now  representing 
the  United  Service  Organizations  in  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

I wish  to  thank  Grover  Wickenden  of  the  Syracuse  Y.M.C.A., 
successor  to  Bob  Smith  in  both  of  the  above  capacities,  also 
Ray  Puller,  and  several  other  members  of  the  Junior  Council  of 
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Churches  who  have  helped  me  to  secure  the  material  necessary 
for  this  writing* 
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II. 

History 

The  Syracuse  Junior  Council  of  Churches  owes  its  start  to 
Miss  Edith  Quick  who  states  that  she  "gave  hirth  to  the  Syracuse 
Youth  Council  in  the  late  spring  of  1925."  At  that  time  there 
was  in  existence  the  Onondaga  County  Sunday  School  Association 
of  which  Rev.  Clayton  Stoddard  was  the  superintendent.  Miss 
Quick  had  been  serving  as  the  director  of  young  people's  work 
at  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  the  year  of  1923-24,  and  was 
asked  by  Mr.  Stoddard  to  be  volunteer  youth  director  of  the  Sun- 
day School  Association.  It  was  while  she  was  serving  in  this 
capacity  that  she  managed  to  get  together  eight  or  ten  young 
people  to  attend  the  first  "State  Conference"  at  Schenectady. 
This  was  held  in  1924  with  about  four  hundred  in  attendance. 

It  was  after  this  conference,  and  with  this  delegation  as  a 
nucleus  that  she  started  the  Youth  Council. 

Following  Miss  Quick,  who  left  to  do  her  work  on  a state- 
wide basis,  Mrs.  Frederick  Biederstedt  led  the  group.  In  1926 
the  first  president  was  elected  - Leon  Bouton,  who  later  became 
a minister.  Other  early  leaders  were  the  Misses  Hazel  Flint 
and  Florence  Barber,  and  Raymond  Stoddard.  During  this  period 
similar  groups  were  organized  about  the  county,  one  of  which 
is  still  functioning. 

The  original  group  continued  until  1932  under  the  direction 
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of  Miss  Flint.  Jane  Caldwell  and  Bruce  Moyer  were  the  last  two 
presidents.  In  1932  the  group  became  inactive* 

In  the  spring  of  1936  the  group  was  reorganized  under  the 
direction  of  Robert  H.  Smith  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  who  was  appointed 
by  the  Council  of  Churches  to  have  charge  of  youth  work.  Orrie 
Stanton  was  elected  president.  From  1937  to  1940  I acted  in 
this  capacity,  and  it  was  during  this  time  that  we  ohanged  the 
name  of  the  organization  to  the  Syracuse  Junior  Council  of 
Churches  to  avoid  confusion  with  another  youth  group  which  was 
known  as  the  Youth  Council. 

The  president  at  the  time  of  this  writing  is  Ian  Smith. 

He  has  served  from  September,  1940,  to  the  present  date. 

During  its  history  the  Junior  Council  has  changed  its  pro- 
gram to  such  an  extend  that  at  present  there  is  little  resem- 
blance to  the  original  organization.  These  changes  will  be 
described  in  the  fourth  section# 
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III. 

Organizational  Set-Up 

The  Syracuse  Council  of  Churches  appoints  a director  of 
youth  work  who  acts  as  chief  adviser  to  the  Junior  Council. 

This  adult  organization  also  allows  the  use  of  its  office  and 
secretary.  It  acts  as  a hank,  lending  us  money  which  we  re- 
turn as  each  project  yields  sufficient  returns  to  pay  for  it- 
self • 

The  Junior  Council  acts  through  the  larger  denominational 
youth  organizations  as  well  as  through  the  independent  church 
groups • These  in  turn  reach  individual  youth  fellowships  in 
the  churches , and  through  them  the  program  is  carried  out.  The 
following  diagram  pictures  the  relation  of  the  various  groups 
to  one  another: 
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All  Junior  Council  Activities  to  date  come  under  one  of 
the  three  headings  shown  at  the  bottom  of  the  diagram. 

Officers:  The  officers  of  the  Junior  Council  are  the  presi- 

dent, vice-president,  secretary,  and  treasurer.  Their  duties 
are  the  same  as  those  of  similar  officers  in  all  organizations. 
They  are  nominated  by  a committee  chosen  by  the  president. 

This  committee  presents  its  nominations  at  the  annual  banquet 
where  the  officers  are  elected  and  installed.  Nominations 
made  are  selected  from  the  names  of  any  young  people  who  have 
shown  an  active  interest  in  the  Junior  Council  work.  There  is 
no  age  limit,  but  since  the  state  organization  sets  twenty  six 
as  the  maximum  age  limit,  the  local  council  has  unofficially 
accepted  that  as  a standard. 

Advisers:  The  chief  adviser  is  chosen  by  the  adult  council  of 

churches  to  supervise  youth  work.  Other  advisers  are  elected 
at  the  annual  meeting,  having  been  named  by  the  nominating 
committee.  They  may  be  ministers,  interested  youth  workers, 
and  former  members  who  have  passed  the  age  limit.  There  is  no 
set  number,  but  usually  one  is  elected  for  each  project  and 
major  activity. 

Committee  Chairmen:  They  are  selected  by  the  executive  com- 

mittee from  the  active  membership. 


Executive  Committee:  This  committee  consists  of  the  president. 
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vice-president,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  and  the  adult  ad- 


visers* 


It  meets  on  call  of  the  president. 
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IV. 

Development  of  Program 

At  the  time  when  the  Junior  Council  was  getting  its  start, 
denominational  feeling  was  much  stronger  than  it  is  now,  and 
the  group  was  primarily  an  independent  fellowship  of  young  peo- 
ple from  city  and  county  churches  who  had  no  strong  parent  or- 
ganization such  as  the  Christian  Endeavor  or  Epworth  league. 

In  these  early  days  the  program  aimed  at  the  training  of 
youth  so  that  they  might  be  better  leaders  in  their  local 
groups.  Annual  spring  conferences  were  held  for  this  purpose, 
and  the  occasion  was  also  utilized  as  the  opportunity  for  the 
election  and  installation  of  officers.  In  1931  about  ninety 
young  people  attended  such  a meeting  at  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church. 

In  the  fall  of  each  year  a series  of  youth  mass  meetings 
were  held,  at  which  a well  known  man  spoke  every  night  for  a 
week  to  a large  youth  audience.  In  addition  he  appeared  during 
the  day  at  various  schools,  clubs  and  similar  groups.  One  year 
the  speaker  was  Dr.  Henry  Hitt  Crane,  then  of  Scranton,  Penn- 
sylvania (now  of  Detroit,  Michigan).  On  just  one  day  he  had 
the  following  schedule: 

11:00  A.M.  - Onondaga  Valley  High  School 

12:15  P.M.  - Kiwanis  Club 
1:30  P.M.  - Central  High  School 
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4:30  P.M.  - Syracuse  University 

7:30  P.M.  - Mass  meeting  at  the  First  Baptist  Church 
(Mizpah  Auditorium) 

A program  carried  this  note:  "Within  twenty  four  hours 

after  arriving  in  Syracuse,  Dr.  Crane  has  addressed  over  three 
thousand  young  people.”  This  one  statement  serves  to  show  the 
influence  that  may  he  extended  as  the  result  of  the  work  of  a 
small  central  nucleus. 

The  Council  became  quiescent  after  entertaining  the  State 
Conference  in  February  of  1932.  The  exact  reasons  for  this 
are  now  obscure.  It  may  have  been  lack  of  leadership.  Possi- 
bly the  group  ceased  to  have  enough  purpose  to  make  its  con- 
tinuance worthwhile. 

Between  1932  and  1936  the  Study  Series  (see  section  V) 
were  carried  on  by  various  people  who  united  for  that  purpose, 
but  there  was  apparently  no  very  active  council. 

With  the  reorganization  of  the  group  in  February  of  1936 
its  character  was  changed.  Bob  Smith,  who  had  been  asked  by 
the  adult  council  to  supervise  youth  work,  sent  letters  to  all 
city  pastors  requesting  that  each  send  one  or  two  delegates  to 
a youth  council  which  would  be  interdenominational  in  character 
and  which  would  plan  programs  designed  to  help  young  people  to 
become  better  leaders  and  workers  in  their  church  societies. 
Several  responded  to  this  appeal,  and  at  the  second  meeting 
officers  were  elected. 

The  group  began  by  sponsoring  youth  attendance  at  the  Civic 
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Lenten  program.  Monthly  meetings  were  held  at  which  we  ex- 
changed information  relative  to  the  operation  of  our  respec- 
tive church  youth  groups.  We  tried  to  help  each  other  solve 
the  problems  which  confronted  us  in  the  groups  which  we  were 
representing.  We  continued  with  these  monthly  meetings  until 
1938,  By  that  year  our  program  had  become  so  complex  and 
filled  with  so  many  projects  that  all  of  our  members  were  ac- 
tively working  on  these  projects,  and  any  meetings  they  could 
find  time  to  attend  were  in  connection  with  their  committee 
work.  By  this  time  the  organization  had  ceased  to  be  merely 
representative  and  its  program  was  of  such  broad  scope  that  it 
included  all  the  young  people  in  all  of  the  Protestant  churches 
who  desired  to  participate.  The  necessity  for  monthly  meetings 
was  no  longer  present,  and  these  became  extinct.  Instead  there 
were  committee  meetings  of  youth  and  adult  advisers,  and  oc- 
casional executive  meetings  of  officers  and  committee  chairmen 
for  the  purpose  of  integrating  the  program. 

Thus  the  entire  character  of  the  Junior  Council  changed  be- 
cause of  circumstance  and  felt  needs. 
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V. 

Youth  Study  Series 

Before  the  Council  embarked  upon  its  present  project-cen- 
tered program,  most  of  its  work  consisted  of  the  study  series* 
These  were  held  even  in  the  days  when  the  group  was  loosely 
organized  and  almost  inactive,  because  the  impetus  came  from 
interested  adults  who  gathered  committees  of  youth  for  this 
one  activity* 

The  study  series  consist  of  lessons  which  are  studied  on 
consecutive  Sunday  evenings,  the  exact  number  of  weeks  varying 
from  three  to  six  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
series  and  the  schedules  of  possible  participant  groups*  These 
lessons  are  used  by  as  many  Protestant  youth  groups  as  desire 
to  take  part.  Each  group  studies  the  same  lesson  on  the  same 
date  in  its  own  meeting.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  series  a 
mass  meeting  of  all  participating  young  people  is  held.  This 
meeting  is  addressed  by  some  outstanding  minister  who  has  be- 
come thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the  materials  used  in  the 
series.  This  large  gathering  is  usually  in  the  form  of  a ser- 
vice of  dedication. 

Unfortunately  no  complete  records  were  kept  of  any  series 
except  the  fourth.  However,  all  have  been  similarly  planned 
and  executed  so  that  my  treatment  of  this  project  in  terms  of 
the  fourth  series  will  serve  as  sufficient  explanation. 
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The  three  preceding  series  were  entitled,  "Jesus  Paces 
Mass  Murder",  "Jesus  Paces  a Confused  World",  and  "Marks  of 
a Christian",  In  1937  when  the  time  seemed  ripe  for  another 
series,  many  ministers  and  other  adults  engaged  in  youth  work 
were  concerned  about  the  general  trend  toward  social  action 
without  the  foundation  of  individual  consecration*  So  it  was 
finally  agreed  that  the  new  series  would  present  a personal 
challenge*  "My  Choice"  was  selected  as  the  general  topic* 

The  interested  adults  who  favored  this  new  emphasis  hoped  that 
it  might  help  young  people  to  acquire  a definite  goal  together 
with  a personal  program  which  would  aid  them  in  leading  a 
truly  Christian  life* 

The  success  of  such  an  undertaking  depends  almost  entirely 
on  thorough  organization  and  good  publicity.  The  following 
diagram  explains  our  committee  set-up,  and  the  work  of  each 
committee  is  outlined  in  the  next  few  pages. 
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In  eaoh  committee  the  leadership  was  divided  between  the 
youth  chairman  and  the  adult  adviser*  The  number  of  members 
on  each  committee  varied  because  of  the  different  needs  of 
the  several  groups*  The  Council  president  and  the  chief  ad- 
viser kept  in  touch  with  the  workings  of  all  the  committees 
and  coordinated  the  program* 


1* 

Promotion  Committee 

This  group  was  composed  of  at  least  one  delegate  from 
each  of  the  denominational  organizations  within  the  county* 

This  delegate  wrote  and  signed  the  letters  to  the  churches 
which  belonged  to  his  group.  Everything  was  done  to  make  the 
series  the  official  program  of  that  particular  youth  group* 
Each  group  supplied  a list  of  its  constituent  members,  and 
the  Council  of  Churches,  the  list  of  ministers.  It  was  found 
best  to  write  the  minister,  the  president  of  the  youth  society, 
and  at  least  one  other  officer  in  each  church  to  insure  that 
the  series  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  young  people* 
Follow-up  letters,  telephone  calls,  announcements  at  ministers' 
meeting  etc.  were  also  necessary. 

Publicity  emphasized  these  points: 

1.  The  materials  had  a complete  program  for  five  Sundays 

2.  Each  student  had  his  own  lesson  material  to  maintain 
interest. 
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3,  Material  was  mailed  two  weeks  in  advance  to  allow  for 
adequate  preparation. 

4.  The  expense  was  very  low  with  only  a contribution 
aske  d • 

As  a result  of  the  excellent  work  done  by  this  committee 
there  were  E100  students  enrolled  in  87  churches,  with  103 
different  youth  groups  represented. 

E. 

lessons  and  Review  Committee 

These  committees  worked  together  in  securing  and  arrang- 
ing material  for  the  lessons.  Much  of  this  was  procured  from 
the  various  denominational  boards.  The  series  was  divided  in- 
to sub-headings  for  each  of  the  five  Sundays,  and  the  lessons 
were  outlined.  A sample  lesson  worked  out  by  leaders  was  handed 
to  the  review  committee  who  acted  as  the  "guinea  pigs"  in  go- 
ing over  the  lesson  as  would  the  church  groups  later  on.  It 
was  discovered  that  many  illustrations,  topics  and  phrases 
suggested  by  pastors  were  entirely  unintelligible  to  youth. 

The  discussion  of  how  to  illustrate  the  lessons  and  adapt  them 
for  general  use  required  hours  and  much  rewriting. 

3. 

Opportunity  Committee 


This  committee  was  organized  at  the  instigation  of  one  of 
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our  advisers  who  suggested  that  many  youth  are  impeded  in 
their  spiritual  progress  because  of  some  personal  problem 
which  might  be  solved  with  the  aid  of  expert  advisers*  It 
was  first  planned  to  have  several  men  in  the  area  assemble 
at  a central  point  to  be  available  for  those  who  desired  in- 
terviews* Pastors  were  aided  in  the  problem  of  personal 
counseling  through  a one  day  training  session*  This  meeting 
brought  together  125  leaders*  A blank  was  decided  upon  which 
provided  for  indication  of  whether  the  signer  desired  a con- 
ference with  his  pastor  or  some  other  person*  Nearly  all 
wished  to  confer  with  their  own  pastors,  so  that  the  central 
group  was  proven  unnecessary.  Reports  from  local  ministers 
indicated  that  these  opportunity  blanks  were  of  inestimable 
value*  Thus  the  work  of  this  committee  was  decidedly  worth- 
while although  its  original  mission  changed. 

4. 

Workers*  Committee 

This  committee  might  have  been  called  the  Inner  Circle. 
They  went  through  an  intensive  training  in  order  to  help  in 
the  discussions  in  their  own  church  groups.  Many  of  the  groups 
did  not  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity,  but  those  who  did 
reported  very  worthwhile  experiences*  When  an  attempt  was 
made  at  the  conclusion  of  the  series  to  check  on  their  success 
in  the  various  churches,  it  was  discovered  that  the  best  re- 
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suits  came  from  organizations  whose  leaders  had  attended  the 
workers*  committee. 


5. 

Finance  Committee 

Because  of  the  contribution  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  who  lent  of- 
fice space,  typewriters,  mimeograph  machines,  and  gave  a large 
part  of  the  time  of  two  staff  members  and  their  secretaries, 
expenses  were  kept  at  a minimum.  Some  of  the  youth  operated 
the  mimeograph  machines  and  arranged  material  for  mailing.  The 
Council  of  Churches  offered  the  use  of  a part-time  secretary. 
The  expenses  totaled  $222.26.  Adult  friends  subscribed  $135, 
and  contributions  of  participant  groups  amounted  to  $114.65. 
Thus  a small  profit  was  made  to  aid  us  in  the  launching  of 
another  series. 

6. 

Mass  Meeting  Committee 

At  the  request  of  the  youth  representatives,  a special 
communion  service  was  arranged.  This  followed  a special  youth 
meeting  lead  by  Dr.  Albert  G.  Butzer,  pastor  of  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Buffalo.  The  service  was  unusual  in 
that  the  leaders  were  not  visible  to  the  congregation,  and 

the  stage  was  arranged  to  suggest  the  Last  Supper.  The  parti- 
cipants were  led  silently  to  another  part  of  the  building 


T 


n 


t 


* 


18 


where  the  Communion  was  to  be  held#  lighted  only  by  candles, 
they  quietly  took  chairs  at  tables,  everyone  facing  the  plat- 
form. The  elements  were  arranged  at  each  place  in  advance# 
Those  who  attended  this  special  Communion  declared  it  the  most 
unusual  and  impressive  that  they  had  ever  attended.  No  one 
spoke  until  after  he  had  left  the  church  building! 

7. 

Evaluation 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  series,  many  of  the  committee 
members  together  with  several  of  the  adult  advisers  met  to 
consider  the  results  of  the  program#  Favorable  comment  in- 
cluded the  following: 

1.  Such  projects  offer  valuable  lessons  in  church  coop- 
eration# 

2#  Local  groups  were  stimulated  by  this  larger  activity. 

3#  Youth  does  respond  to  an  evangelistic  appeal  when  it 
is  called  by  another  term. 

4.  One  mass  meeting  with  a very  attractive  program  is  very 
valuable. 

The  following  suggestions  were  made  for  improvement: 

1.  Youth  groups  cannot  sustain  interest  for  more  than  four 
we  eks • 

2#  Youth  need  training  in  paying  their  own  way. 

3.  Program  dates  should  be  made  from  three  to  six  months 
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in  advance  to  be  integrated  with  local  programs, 

4,  Youth  doesn’t  understand  theological  terms, 

5,  Youth  groups  can  pay  attention  to  but  one  cooperative 
activity  at  one  time.  Such  programs  as  that  offered 

by  the  Opportunity  Committee  could  well  come  at  another 
time  of  year, 

6,  The  basic  problem  is  adequate  leadership  in  the  indi- 
vidual church  groups.  Training  is  needed. 

There  have  been  two  more  study  series  programs  since  this 
one  in  1937,  and  a serious  effort  has  been  made  to  incorporate 
the  above  suggestions.  With  the  financial  report  at  their 
disposal,  the  participating  groups  have  made  a serious  effort 
to  pay  their  share  of  the  expenses.  The  Institute  program  has 
included  a training  course  for  those  who  are  to  act  as  youth 
leaders  in  the  series#  Thus  two  of  the  chief  problems  have 
been  corrected. 

The  following  pages  contain  sample  materials  from  the 
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SYRACUSE  COUNC ID  CP  CHURCHES 
301  Y.M.C.A.  Building 
Syracuse,  New  York 


Dear  Fellow-Minister: 

One  of  the  most  serious  tasks  confronting  the  Church  is 
the  enlistment  and  the  direction  of  the  thought  of  YOUTH. 

Former  study  series  created  by  the  Youth  Counoil  of  the 
Syracuse  Council  of  Churches  — Jesus  Faces  a Confused  World, 
Jesus  Faces  Mass  Murder,  Marks  of  a Christian  — were  favor- 
ably commented  upon  by  national  Church  leaders  and  editors* 

The  Council  now  calls  your  attention  to  its  Fourth  Youth 
Study  Series  - "MY  CHOICE]"  - encouraged  to  believe  this  also 
will  be  favorably  received* 

Tracey  K.  Jones  has  been  the  editor-in-chief  of  all  the 
Study  Courses  of  the  Council  as  he  is  of  this  last  one.  Un- 
der such  able  leadership  we  are  assured  of  fresh  and  stimu- 
lating lesson  material. 

The  substance  matter  of  "My  Choice"  was  discussed  and 
approved  by  a meeting  of  over  175  pastors,  youth  leaders  and 
youth  of  Syracuse  and  vicinity. 

We  are  enclosing  plans  for  your  consideration  and  seeking 
your  cooperation.  Simultaneous  meetings  using  the  same  topics 
and  devotional  outlines  afford  stimulus  and  inspiration  to  be 
obtained  in  no  other  way. 

We  are  requesting  you  to  examine  the  enclosed  material 
and  present  it  to  your  own  youth  groups  for  action,  convinced 
that  both  your  young  people  and  your  Church  as  well  as  those 
of  the  entire  area  will  profit  by  participation  in  the  program. 

All  Youth  groups  are  cordially  invited  to  share  in  these 
studies. 

With  all  good  wishes  that  this  may  be  the  most  rewarding 
Lenten  Season  you  have  enjoyed. 


Cordially  yours, 

Robert  Bruce 
President 

January  14,  1937 
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Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
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President  - Rev,  Robert  Bruce 


FOURTH  CHURCH  YOUTH  STUDY  SERIES  "MY  CHOICE" 


General  Chairman 
Fred  Darrow 

Opportunity  Committee 
Chairman  - Dewitt  d.  Clemens 
Advisor  - Rev,  A,  P,  Coman 

Workers1  Committee 
Chairman  - Miss  Gladys  Rust on 
Advisor  - Rev,  Luther  W,  Smith 

Youth  Meetings 
Chairman  - Srrie  Stanton 
Advisor  - Dr,  Ray  F,  Jenney 

Review  Committee 

Chairman  - Miss  Doris  DeLine 
Editor  - Tracey  K.  Jones 

E,  District  Epworth  League 
Pres,  - Rev,  R,  kames 

W,  District  Epworth  League 
Pres,  - Fred  Darrow 

Luther  League 
Pres,  - Raymond  Dohne 

Christian  Endeavor 
Pres.  - t)onald  Paul 

Evangelical  Young  People 
Rep,  - Miss  Irene  iBell 

State  Youth  Council 
Ray  Fuller 

Congregational  Young  People 
Fred  Schultz 

Hendricks  Chapel 
George  Stratton 

Baptist  Young  Peoples  Council 
Pres,  - Russell  Bishop 


Jan.  21,  1937 

Dear  Pastor, 

The  Syracuse -Onondaga 
Youth  Council  needs  your  as- 
sistance in  our  united  reli- 
gious program  - Feb.  7 - Mar. 
14.  You  will  have  noticed 
from  our  booklet  that  there 
will  be  a new  approach.  The 
approach  will  be  made  by  per- 
sonal interviews  to  meet  in- 
dividual needs  in  religious, 
vocational  and  mental  guidance. 
In  this  spiritual  life  clinic, 
we  want  the  aid  of  the  best 
trained  leaders  of  Syracuse 
and  vicinity.  You  are  asked 
to  become  one  of  the  general 
counselors.  Interview  meet- 
ings will  be  held  at  Syracuse 
and  other  points  which  will  be 
specified.  Young  people  will 
be  scheduled  to  meet  the  coun- 
selors for  twenty  minute  con- 
ferences from  two  to  five  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  after- 
noons. 


Saturday 

Feb. 

Mar. 

20 

6 

Feb . 
Mar. 

27 

13 

Sunday 

Feb. 

Mar. 

21 

7 

Feb. 

Mar. 

28 

14 

We  shall  be  grateful  if 
you  will  indicate  how  many 
afternoon  you  will  give  in  this 
service.  We  would  like  you  to 
attend  the  training  conference 
for  general  counselors  which 
will  be  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  - sec- 
ond floor  parlor  - on  Monday, 
February  1st,  2 p.m.  - 4 p.m. 

If  you  will  cooperate  in  this 
earnest  attempt  to  help  the 
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youth  of  our  churches  toward  the  more  abundant  Christian  ex- 
perience, please  indicate  on  the  enclosed  card  and  mail  it  at 
once. 


As  pastor  we  are  counting  on  your  encouragement  in  en- 
listing young  people  to  enroll  for  these  interviews.  We  are 
anxious  to  reenforce  the  Youth  Work  in  all  churches  and  shall 
be  encouraged  by  your  personal  cooperation. 

Looking  forward  to  seeing  you  at  the  training  conference 
and  asking  your  advice  and  prayers 

Sincerely, 

Rev.  A.  P.  Coman 


P.S.  - Concerning  the  cost  of  the  lesson  material  - material 
is  offered  free  with  the  request  that  if  you  can,  you  contri- 
bute something  - your  group  to  decide  the  amount. 
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Sample  Questions  From  The  "Opportunity"  Sheet 


My  name  is  ... 

Address  

Age  School Glass  ...•• 

last  grades  are  - Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor  __ 

Favorite  studies  Why?  . •••• 

Studies  disliked  .....  Why?  

My  Extra-Curricular  Activities  

Employed  by  Occupation  .....  How  long?  

Previous  jobs  and  how  long  

Preferences  for  life  work  .....  Why?  ...•• 

Father*s  Nationality  Occupation  living?  ••••• 

Mother* s Nationality  .....  living?  ..... 

Is  Mother  employed? By  whom?  ..... 

Are  both  Father  and  Mother  living  at  home?  ••••• 

Number  of  brothers  Ages  ...••  Number  of  sisters  ..••• 

Ages  

My  church  activities  are  My  church  is  ...••  Member?  ... 

I support  myself  wholly  partially  

My  hobbies  and  leisure  activities  are  

I read  regularly  ••••• 

Health:  Good  Fair  Poor  Most  recent  illness  ••••• 

Any  phys ic  al  handic  aps  ? • • • • • 

Do  you  win  friends  easily? 

Have  you  had  Boy  Girl  friends  for  the  last  year?  ..••• 

If  you  care  to  - please  state  your  main  question  or  problem  in 
your  own  words  ..... 

Conference  hours  - 2 to  5 p.m.  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  af- 
ternoons - starting  February  20th  (or  by  appointment). 

Would  you  care  to  talk  with  pastor  or  someone  else  . 

If  you  have  any  preference  as  to  the  kind  of  a counselor 

you  desire,  please  state  

Or  is  there  any  particular  person  with  whom  you  would  like 
to  confer?  Name  ••...  Address  


Note:  All  information  which  you  have  given  will  be  treated  in 
strictest  confidence. 
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SYRACUSE  COUNCIL  OE  CHURCHES 
301  Y.M.C?A. BuilHng 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

February  4,  1937 


Dear  Pastor, 

Your  Youth  Group  will  need  your  personal  attention  and 
prayers  if  they  are  to  derive  the  full  benefits  from  their 
inrollment  in  the  Fourth  Youth  Series  "My  Choice".  The  Youth 
Committee  is  looking  forward  to  each  group  securing  definite 
Christian  decisions  - forward  steps.  Such  a result  can  be 
secured  only  by  the  quickening  of  the  spiritual  life  in  each 
group.  No  lesson  material  will  oarry  itself.  It  depends  up- 
on the  leader  who  uses  the  material.  Proper  preparation, 
prayer  and  meditation  are  necessary  steps.  We  know  that  you 
are  keenly  interested  and  will  gladly  give  an  unusual  amount 
of  your  time  to  your  Youth  Group  during  this  Lenten  period. 

The  Workers*  Committee  is  an  opportunity  for  you  to 
gather  the  officers  or  an  inner  circle  of  key  persons,  strengthen 
their  personal  lives  and  encourage  them  to  more  actice  personal 
work.  As  you  know,  in  many  groups  the  Workers*  Committee 
wi 11  not  get  under  way  unless  the  pastor  takes  this  matter 
in  hand.  The  first  outline  of  the  workers*  unit  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  person  designated  by  your  church  to  receive 
the  lesson  material. 

The  Opportunity  Committee  - "the  Opportunity  to  talk  it 
over"  - should  be  the  means  of  helping  several  hundreds  of 
young  people  to  clear  up  many  doubts  and  difficulties.  The 
necessary  interview  blanks  will  be  mailed  within  a week.  Only 
a few  groups  will  use  these  blanks  unless  sympathetic  adults 
help  them  to  see  and  make  use  of  this  opportunity. 

The  Friday  night  Youth  Meetings  are  coordinated  with  the 
regular  program  of  the  Syracuse  Lenten  series.  All  the 
speakers  have  been  requested  to  keep  the  "My  Choice"  series 
in  mind  when  preparing  their  Friday  night  services.  These 
meetings  are  planned  by  Youth  for  Youth.  The  Friday  night 
services  are  another  opportunity  for  your  group  to  grow  spir- 
itually. 

Another  help  to  spiritual  growth  is  literature.  From 
time  to  time  your  group  will  be  encouraged  to  read  certain 
pamphlets  and  to  circulate  certain  materials  as  fast  as  we  can 
afford  to  procure  them.  One  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  "Com- 
pelled Men"  are  now  in  circulation.  Multiply  their  effective- 
ness by  having  some  plan  of  circulating  them  throughout  the 
group. 
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All  of  these  things  are  but  helps*  But  even  these  will 
not  be  of  value  unless  the  youth  groups  are  ably  lead.  88 
groups  have  enrolled;  over  1800  students.  Hence  this  urgent 
appeal  to  each  and  every  pastor  to  utilize  this  enthusiasm 
for  the  growth  of  the  Kingdom  among  his  own  young  people. 

Yours  for  "Christian  Decisions" 

R.  H.  Smith,  Jr. 

Chairman  Youth  Committee 


- 
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SYRACUSE  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

SOI  Y.M.C.A.  Building 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

************** 


URGENT  and  IMPORTANT 


Dear  Friend, 

The  Fourth  Youth  Series,  "My  Choice,"  needs  your  help 
today ! 


Get  in  touch  with  your  committee  chairmen  immediately, 
to  check  on  the  following: 


Is  the  person  who  is  to  lead  Lesson  I prepared? 
LESSON  Have  they  studied  the  materials? 

MATERIAL  Materials  for  Lesson  II,  February  21st,  should 

be  given  to  the  leader  immediately* 


OFFICERS  or 

WORKERS 

MEETING 


Did  they  meet  during  the  week  and  use  the  yel- 
low copy.  Workers*  Unit  I?  If  not,  telephone 
and  arrange  to  meet  this  Sunday  before* 


YOUTH 

MEETINGS 


Read  the  enclosed  letter  carefully.  See  your 
pastor,  and  get  into  *********** 
action  this  Sunday* 

Blanks  and  envelopes 


^Blanks  and  envelopes, 
’•'and  Friday  evening 
^tickets  were  mailed 
*with  Lesson  II  last 
^Wednesday 

*********** 


Five  advertising 
tickets  for  this 
Friday  evening 
Arrange  for  transportation.  Leave  word  with 
usher  at  door  how  many  from  your  group  are 
present  this  Friday.  We  want  to  announce  from 
platform. 

This  Friday  — Boy  and  Girl  night  — come  and 
meet  other  young  people.  Miss  Margaret  Slattery 
is  a National  Youth  leader. 


Please  see  your  pastor  or  leader,  and  check  this 
YOU  over  at  once.  97  groups,  and  over  1900  youth 

are  depending  on  each  one  of  you  to  make  the  "My 
Choice"  series  of  real  value  to  them. 

We  would  appreciate  your  contribution  — we  need  the  money 
for  postage* 


Sincerely, 

Fred  Darrow 
General  Chairman 
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"MY  WORLD" 

Series  IV  - "My  Choice"  Student  - Lesson  I 

Theme -"Behold  I Make  All  Things  New"  February  14,  1937 

Devotions : "He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me."  "Go  ye 

into  all  the  world  and  preach."  "Our  Father  • . 
Thy  Kingdom  come  • • on  earth." 

Humanity’s  Goal  - a rich,  full,  abundant  life  for  all.  Our 

universe  reavela  orderliness  and  a plan. 
Man’s  highest  mission  is  to  serve  humanity. 


Victories : After  thousands  of  years  of  tedious  progress,  Jesus 

appears  (1  to  33  A.D. ) and  found  in  the  home,  in- 
fanticide, young  people  forced  into  loveless 
marriages;  in  government,  savage  rule  of  the  strong,  everywhere 
dictatorships;  in  the  realm  of  religion,  oppressive  customs 
were  confused  with  dark  superstition,  nevertheless,  Jesus  be- 
lieved that  the  Golden  Age  for  humanity  was  possible.  Since 
then  what  victories  have  courageous  spirits  won  for  humanity? 

In  what  way  are  we  debtors  to  the  past?  Just  how  can  we  repay 
part  of  that  debt? 


Winning  Forces 
vs 

Destructive 

Forces 


Jesus*  keen  mind  observed  the  forces  which  built 
life  and  those  which  destroyed  life.  We  may 
investigate  for  ourselves.  Two  yardsticks  in 
measuring  "What  makes  right  right"  are  (1) 
Personality  - What  happens  to  the  individual? 

(2)  Universality  - What  if  everyone  acted  that 
way? 


'Goodwill 

Truth 


I 

Use 


Honesty 
Purity 
Justice 
Generosity 
Tempo  ranee. 


Chart  of  a World  Struggle 
Positive  vs  Negative  Forces 


Effect  on  + - Effect  on 
+ — 

My  home  + - My  Home 
My  Community*  -My  Community 
My  Country  * - My  Country 
My  World  f - My  World 

f - 


Hate^ 
Falsehood 
Dishonesty 
Impurity  > 
) Injustice 
/ Greed 

(intemperance. 


I 

Use 


Why  chart  some  forces  as  positive?  Some  negative?  Why  do  these 
forces  seem  to  work  together  - sort  of  a family  affair?  During 
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a war  what  forces  are  aroused  and  released?  And  why?  In  the 
long  view  of  history  which  forces  are  antiquated  - which  are 
stream-lined?  Illustrate.  What  has  a stream-lined  application 
of  some  of  these  positive  forces  meant  in  science,  in  the  home? 
What  did  Jesus  say  regarding  these  positive  forces?  Regarding 
the  negative  forces?  If  it  seems  to  you  that  Jesus  brought 
to  humanity  the  basic  truths  of  the  universe,  then  does  that 
imply  that  he  had  some  direct  and  vital  relationship  with  the 
Creator  and  Sustainer  of  this  universe? 

* * * 

How  has  humanity  received  the  prophets?  Saints? 
(the  heroes  of  the  durable).  Why  has  it  always 
been  true  that  humanity  throws  into  jail  those 
who  are  above  the  average  - too  good,  and  those 
below  the  average  - too  bad?  Why  does  youth  hes- 
itate before  pledging  supreme  loyalty  to  Jesus  and 
his  program  of  aggressive  goodness? 

* * * 

A loving  mother  cannot  be  neutral  when  something 
harms  her  child.  A true  patriot  cannot  be  neutral 
when  an  enemy  injures  his  country.  Think  of  this 
then  - "sin  (the  negative  forces)  is  treachery  to 
the  cause  of  human  welfare;  it  is  going  over  to  the  race's 
enemies  in  the  spirit  of  Benedict  Arnold."  Righteousness  is 
loyalty  to  the  positive  forces  which  alone  will  make  a better 
world.  In  the  long  run  no  person  can  stand  for  both.  Thruout 
history  each  individual  has  had  just  one  life  to  invest  - no 
one  more,  no  one  less.  Honest  now,  where  are  we  going  to  in- 
vest our  lives?  Why? 


Adventuring 

Tor 

Humanity 


Youth  Takes 
Sides 
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The  Order  of  Worship  - "My  World” 
Youth  Series  IV 


Service  I 


Instrumental  Prelude  - "Finlandia,  by  Jean  Sibelius" 

Call  to  Worship  (By  leader,  group  standing.) 

Lord  "be  Thou  within  us  to  strengthen  us;  without  us  to 
keep  us;  above  us  to  protect  us;  beneath  us  to  uphold 
us;  before  us  to  direct  us;  behind  us  to  keep  us  from 
straying;  around  us  at  all  times  to  defend  us* 

Hymn  - "Holy  Spirit,  Truth  Divine"  - (Tune  - "Mercy";  people 

standing) 

1.  Holy  Spirit,  Trut|i  Divine, 

Dawn  upon  this  soul  of  mine; 

Word  of  God,  and  inward  light, 

Wake  my  spirit,  clear  my  sight. 

2.  Holy  Spirit,  Love  Divine, 

Glow  within  this  heart  of  mine; 

Kindle  every  high  desire; 

Perish  self  in  Thy  pure  fire  l 

3.  Holy  Spirit,  Right  Divine, 

King  within  my  conscience  reign; 

Be  my  law  and  I shall  be 

Firmly  bound,  forever  free.  Amen 


Leaders*  Reading;  "He  is  true  to  God  who  is  true  to  man. 

Wherever  wrong  is  done 

To  the  humblest  and  the  weakest 

*Neath  the  all-beholding  sun; 

That  wrong  is  all  done  to  us 
And  they  are  slaves  most  base 
Whose  love  of  right  is  for  themselves 
And  not  for  all  the  race." 


A Litany  For  A New  World  - (To  be  read  responsively,  people 

seated) 

Leader:  Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth:  but  if  the  salt  have 

lost  its  savor  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted?  It  is 
henceforth  good  for  nothing  but  to  be  cast  out  and 
trodden  under  foot  of  men. 

People:  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world  even,  so  let  your  light 

shine  hefore  men  that  they  may  see  your  good  works 
and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 

Leader:  Think  not  that  I came  to  destroy  the  law  or  the  pro- 
phets: I came  not  to  destroy  but  to  fulfill. 

People:  For  verily  I say  unto  you  not  one  bit  shall  pass  away 

from  the  law  till  all  things  be  accomplished. 

Leader:  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  them  of  old  time, 

"Thou  shalt  not  kill"  and  whosoever  shall  kill  shall 
be  in  danger  of  the  judgment* 


-----  - - - 
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People : 
leader: 
People : 
Leader: 
People: 

Leader: 
People : 

Leader: 

People: 


But  I say  unto  you  that  everyone  who  is  angry  with 
hie  brother  shall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment. 

Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  "Thou  Shalt  not  commit 
gross  moral  sin." 

But  I say  unto  you  that  everyone  who  hath  sin  in  his 
heart  hath  already  committed  it. 

Again  ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  them  of  old 
time,  "Thou  shalt  not  forswear  thyself." 

But  I say  unto  you,  thou  shalt  swear  not  at  all  but 
let  your  speech  be  yea  and  nay,  nay  whatsoever  is  more 
than  these  is  of  the  evil  one. 

Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  "An  eye  for  an  eye 
and  a tooth  for  a tooth." 

But  I say  unto  you  resist  not  him  that  is  evil;  but 
whosoever  smiteth  thee  on  thy  right  cheek  turn  to  him 
the  other  also. 

Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  "Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbor  and  hate  thine  enemy." 

But  I say  unto  you,  love  your  enemies  and  pray  for 
them  that  persecute  you.  Ye  therefore  shall  be  per- 
fect as  your  Heavenly  Father  is  perfect. 


Scripture  Reading  — (In  unison,  people  seated.) 

"He  that  is  divided  against  himself,  how  then  shall  his 
kingdom  Btand?  He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me;  and 
he  that  gathereth  not  with  me  scattereth.  And  he  said 
unto  them,  go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel 
to  the  whole  creation  and  he  that  believeth  shall  be 
saved." 

The  Prayer  of  the  Lord  — (In  unison) 
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"MY  WORLD" 

Series  IV  Leader  - Lesson  I 

Theme-"Behold  I Make  All  Things  New"  February  14,  1937 

Suggestions : The  lesson  committee  wishes  to  suggest  that  each 

group  have  some  mature  leader  serve  as  teacher 
for  all  five  of  these  lessons*  It  seems  too  much  to  expect 
that  young  people  will  take  all  the  time  to  read  over  the 
materials  and  he  thoroly  prepared  to  lead  discussions  which 
will  come  up  naturally  in  this  series. 

Frankly  it  should  he  stated  that  there  is  no  magic  in  these 
lessons.  We  are  merely  trying  to  suggest  some  points  of  view 
and  ask  some  questions  which  might,  so  to  speak,  turn  on  the 
light  so  that  those  who  sincerely  apply  themselves  to  these 
lessons  might  see  some  new  significant  truths.  Without  appli- 
cation on  the  part  of  the  teacher  and  the  students,  no  lesson 
material  will  he  of  any  avail.  We  feel  it  is  true  to  say  that 
even  the  humble  materials  here  submitted  might  be  of  unusual 
significance  if  the  leader  thoroly  prepares  himself  and  the 
class  conscientiously  seeks  to  find  the  truth. 

We  suggest  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  use  all  the 
materials  which  you  find  in  the  student  material  or  in  this 
leader*s  material.  You  will  use  what  seems  to  you  to  suit 
your  group. 

We  are  making  the  following  suggestions  in  order  to  clear  up 
some  points. 

Devotions : You  will  find  the  devotion  material,  planned  by 

Rev.  David  Braun  and  his  committee.  He  has  some 
very  good  suggestions  regarding  use  of  this  material  which  I 
trust  you  will  take  time  to  carefully  read.  The  devotional 
part  of  the  students*  lesson  is  merely  to  call  the  students* 
attention  to  several  bits  of  scripture  which  are  basic  to  the 
thought  we  have  in  mind.  When  you  come  to  point  four  in  this 
lesson,  the  significance  of  the  statement  - "He  that  is  not 
with  me  is  against  me"  - will  come  out  most  strongly.  Perhaps 
you  might  have  time  to  point  out  to  the  students  that  Jesus 
was  so  desperately  in  earnest  about  saving  people  from  the 
destructive  forces  that  he  felt  everyone  was  either  for  him 
or  against  him.  Compare,  for  example,  Washington*s-  attitude 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  or  Lincoln *s  in  the  Civil  War. 

Humanity *s  Coal:  Christians  believe  that  there  are  goal  posts 

in  life.  They  believe  that  Cod  is  not  going 
to  fail  in  his  purpose  to  build  on  earth  His  kingdom  - a happy 
home  for  his  children.  It  is  important  to  point  out  that 
Jesus  was  desperately  earnest  about  building  that  kingdom. 

The  early  Christians  were  so  sincere  about  it  that  they  joyously 
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sacrificed  their  lives.  One  thing  is  certain;  the  materialistic 
youth  of  Russia  have  an  ideal  of  building  a new  world.  Are 
they  going  to  have  more  idealism  and  a finer  program  for  the 
world  than  the  Christian  youth  of  the  world?  If  Christians 
of  the  world,  even  while  professing  faith  in  Jesus  and  the 
God  he  revealed,  turned  from  their  responsibility  of  building 
the  kingdom,  it  might  be  possible  that  God  could  do  more  with 
the  so-called  Godless  Russian  youth  who  really  want  to  build 
something. 

It  is  true  that  where  there  is  no  vision,  the  people  perish. 

The  person  who  has  a conviction  of  just  what  he  wishes  is  al- 
ways more  powerful  than  the  one  who  stands  in  confusion  and 
doubt.  Put  this  as  you  desire.  It  is  of  outstanding  impor- 
tance to  get  youth  to  see  this  great  vision  of  the  richer  life 
which  humanity  can  and  ought  to  have. 

Victories : The  purpose  of  referring  to  section  #2  is  an  at- 

tempt to  show  the  students  how  dark  the  picture  of 
humanity  was  at  that  time.  One  way  to  get  them  to  see  this  is 
to  realize  that  people  of  India  and  the  people  far  back  in 
China  are  today  living  about  as  people  lived  in  Jesus’  time. 

Life  expectancy,  or  the  average  time  of  death  of  the  people, 
was  about  22  years.  Today  in  America  our  life  expectancy  is 
59  years.  If  the  students  get  a clear  idea  of  the  utter  misery 
of  the  life  of  most  people  of  that  day,  perhaps  that  is  as  much 
as  is  necessary  at  this  point. 

The  question  - Since  then  what  victories  have  courageous  spirits 
won  for  humanity?  is  important  to  get  the  students  to  contrast 
in  their  minds  the  day  in  which  we  live  and  2,000  years  ago. 

Who  are  some  of  the  people  who  sacrificed  their  lives  that 
slavery  might  be  abolished?  What  about  the  doctors  who  risked 
their  lives  to  stop  the  ravages  of  yellow  fever,  etc.?  It  is 
important  not  to  take  too  long  for  this  point.  Perhaps  5 or 
6 minutes  at  the  outside.  However,  students  should  get  a feel- 
ing that  a tremendous  advance  has  been  made  - that  advance  was 
made  possible  because  of  the  heroic  devotion  of  certain  persons. 
They  should  see  that  they  owe  a debt  to  the  past  which  can  only 
be  paid  by  serving  the  future. 

Winning  Forces  This  is  the  most  important  part  of  the  lesson. 

vs  Perhaps  you  should  plan  to  give  at  least  20  min- 

Des tractive  utes  to  this  one  section.  Be  careful  to  watch 

forces  that  the  class  does  not  get  off  on  a discussion 

of  fine  points  or  unimportant  matters.  Keep 
to  the  fundamentals. 

Is  it  not  true  that  people  are  not  punished  for  their  sins  but 
by  them?  That  is,  they  give  themselves  over,  for  example,  to 
hate  and  falsehood  and  later  the  very  laws  of  the  universe  bear 
fruit  in  their  lives  and  the  lives  of  others.  Or  if  they  use 
a positive  force  like  goodwill,  the  universe  is  behind  them 
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working  for  good  results* 

As  to  the  positive  and  negative  forces  in  general,  it  might  he 
well  to  bring  to  the  students*  attention  that  all  life  is  di- 
vided into  these  great  divergent  forces;  for  example,  the  earth 
is  pulled  toward  the  sun  by  gravitation  and  yet  another  force 
pulls  it  away.  It  is  held  in  space  by  the  balance  of  these 
forces.  Electricity  works  positive  and  negative.  All  thru 
life  - microbes,  plant  life,  animal  life  - there  are  forces 
which  destroy  life  and  forces  which  nurture  life.  Everything 
that  lives  and  battles  against  the  negative  forces  must  choose 
and  absorb  the  positive  forces. 

Question  - Why  chart  some  forces  positive?  If  they  do  not 

readily  get  the  point,  suggest  this  - when  an  in- 
dividual uses  good  will  and  truth  in  the  home,  what  happens? 
Does  he  build  good  will,  confidence  and  security?  What  is  he 
uses  ha;te,  falsehood  and  dishonesty?  What  does  that  do  to 
home  life?  Illustrate  in  other  realms  of  living  - community, 
etc. 

Question  - As  to  which  of  the  forces  are  antiquated  and  old- 
fashioned  and  which  are  modem  and  stream-lined? 

If  they  do  not  see  the  significance  of  this  question,  refer 
them  to  the  fact  that  all  of  these  negative  forces  are  found 
in  divilizations,  even  in  savage  life.  Babylon,  with  all  its 
vicious  living  knew  everything  that  some  youth  talk  about  to- 
day - and  a lot  more.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  positive 
virtues  are  quite  modem.  How  could  modem  science  have  been 
developed  without  the  positive  forces  of  truth?  How  could  the 
modem  state  with  its  liberties  and  privileges  be  developed 
without  a higher  degree  of  honesty  and  justice  than  the  past 
knew? 

Note  that  the  love  and  beauty  of  home  life  today  is  somewhat 
modern  considering  the  long  view  of  history.  Our  rich  life, 
contrasted  with  ancient  days,  is  a new  modern  stream-lined 
product  dependent  upon  the  operation  of  these  positive  forces. 

Question  - What  did  Jesus  say  regarding  these  positive  forces? 

As  regards  the  question  as  to  how  these  forces  work  together, 
point  out  how  in  practice  gambling  goes  with  drinking,  hate 
naturally  goes  with  falsehood,  impurity  goes  with  intemperance, 
etc.  On  the  positive  side,  truth  and  purity,  honesty  and  gen- 
erosity and  good  will  tend  to  cooperate  in  the  individual  life. 
The  most  important  question,  which  you  will  do  well  to  be  sure 
and  save  time  for,  is  that  regarding  the  sayings  of  Jesus. 

Here  are  some  - you  will  think  of  others.  "I  came  that  they 
might  have  life  and  have  it  more  abundantly.”  "Seek  ye  first 
the  kingdom  of  heaven."  "By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.” 
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The  negative  forces  - Jesus  said:  "I  came  to  seek  and  to  save 

that  which  was  lost."  He  came  to  take  away  the  sin  of  the 
world.  Paul  in  one  place  speaks  of  that  which  is  pure,  true 
and  noble,  and  adds  "Think  on  these  things”  - the  positive 
life  forces* * 

The  last  question  regarding  Jesus1  knowledge  of  the  universe  - 
Is  it  not  significant  that  Jesus  should  in  a day  of  practically 
no  science  announce  basic  laws  which  2,000  years  later  we  be- 
gin to  understand  more  and  more?  There  are  other  reasons  for 
believing  that  Jesus  was  divine  - to  some  people  this  is  a 
very  basic  approach.  If  he  gave  us  the  truth  of  the  universe, 
what  more  do  we  need?  Naturally  we  look  to  him  then  for  guid- 
ance and  strength  to  live  life  up  to  its  best. 

Adventuring  "Government,  for  example,  is  simply  the  organiza- 
for  tion  of  a general  human  average  into  a machinery 

Humanity  of  power.  The  benefits  of  this  are  obvious: 

government  forces  those  who  are  below  the  average 
to  live  up  to  it  or  else  suffer  the  consequences.  But  it  also 
tends  to  force  those  who  are  above  the  average  to  live  down  to 
it  or  else  suffer  the  consequences.  For  this  reason  the 
prisons  of  history  have  been  filled  with  two  kinds  of  people, 
the  worst  and  the  best.  The  death  cell  in  Athens  had  in  it 
the  scum  of  Attica,  but  also  Socrates,  the  wisest  soul  in 
Greece.  The  jail  in  Philippi  had  in  it  the  scoundrels  of  the 
countryside,  but  Paul  as  well,  the  apostle  of  the  Christ. 

Bedford  Jail  was  filled  with  debauchees,  but  there,  too,  John 
Bunyan  dreamed  "The  Pilgrim^  Progress".  And  Worcester  Jail 
contained  the  riffraff  of  the  country,  but  George  Pox,  too, 
father  of  the  Quakers  and  a man  of  peace. 

"This  double  activity  of  human  averages  should  be  impressed 
upon  Christians  every  time  they  think  of  Calvary.  Three  crosses 
stood  on  Calvary  - on  two  of  them  hung  robbers;  on  the  third 
hung  Christ.  The  Roman  government,  like  all  organized  forms 
of  human  life,  disliked  two  kinds  of  people  - outlaws,  who  were 
below  the  level  and  would  not  live  up  to  it,  and  saviors,  who 
were  above  the  level  and  would  not  live  down  to  it.  We  may 
well  ask  ourselves  where  we  would  have  stood  with  reference  to 
Calvary  - below  the  average,  with  the  outlaws,  condemned  by 
the  general  body  of  public  opinion;  on  the  average  with  the 
multitude,  whose  organized  public  opinion  slew  alike  robbers 
and  Christ;  or  above  the  average,  with  Christ  himself.  Only, 
if  we  had  been  with  him,  it  would  have  meant  then,  as  now, 
living  above  the  level  and  ahead  of  the  time."  — Twelve  Tests 
of  Character  by  Harry  Emerson  Posdick 

Youth  Takes  It  is  important  here  to  make  clear  that  when  any- 

Sides  one  feels  strongly  about  a situation,  all  this 

talk  about  being  so  broad-minded  is  thrown  out  of 

• Here*s  something  additional  which  you  might  use 
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if  it  seems  advisable  and  you  have  time*  Recall  to  the  class 
the  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan*  Then  you  might  read  the  fol- 
lowing. 

"What  did  the  priest  and  levite  do  that  stirred  the  Master's 
disapproval?  They  did  nothing . That  was  the  sole  fault  with 
them.  They  endeavored  to  be  neutral  when  a concrete  example 
was  presented  to  them  of  the  warfare  of  evil  on  men;  they  sim- 
ply went  by  on  the  other  side.  Does  not  attempted  neutrality 
always  fail  so?  The  priest  and  Levite  have  been  rightly 
coupled  ever  since  with  the  robbers,  as  supporters  of  wrong 
in  the  world.  No  man  can  really  be  neutral.  As  Jesus  says 
in  the  next  chapter:  'He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me;  and 
he  that  gathereth  not  with  me  scattereth*  (Luke  11:23).  A 
great  war  is  on  between  good  and  evil,  between  Christ  and  anti- 
Christ.  The  battlefield  is  in  you  and  around  you.  Your 
thoughts  and  deeds  inevitably  are  taking  sides.  Have  you  set- 
tled the  matter  once  for  all  as  to  which  side  you  will  be  on, 
with  all  your  strength?  Have  you  deliberately  put  God  and  His 
Cause  first?"  — The  Manhood  of  the  Master  by  Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick. 

"In  the  course  of  the  Armenian  atrocities  a young  woman  and 
her  brother  were  pursued  down  the  street  by  a Turkish  soldier, 
cornered  in  an  agle  of  the  wall,  and  the  brother  was  slain 
before  his  sister's  eyes.  She  dodged  down  an  alley,  leaped  a 
wall,  and  escaped.  Later,  being  a nurse,  she  was  forced  by 
the  Turkish  authorities  to  work  in  the  military  hospital.  In- 
to her  ward  was  brought,  one  day,  the  same  Turkish  soldier  who 
had  slain  her  brother.  He  was  very  ill.  A slight  inattention 
would  insure  his  death.  The  young  woman,  now  safe  in  America, 
confesses  to  the  bitter  struggle  that  took  place  in  her  mind. 
The  old  Adam  cried,  'Vengeance*;  the  new  Christ  cried,  ’Love1. 
And,  equally  to  the  man’s  good  and  her  own,  the  better  side 
of  her  conquered,  and  she  nursed  him  as  carefully  as  any  other 
patient  in  the  ward.  The  recognition  had  been  mutual  and  one 
day,  unable  longer  to  restrain  his  curiosity,  the  Turk  asked 
his  nurse  why  she  had  not  let  him  die,  and  when  she  replied, 

*1  am  a follower  of  him  who  said  "Love  your  enemies  and  do 
them  good, "'he  was  silent  for  a long  time.  At  last  he  spoke: 

'I  never  knew  that  there  was  such  a religion.  If  that  is  your 
religion  tell  me  more  about  it,  for  I want  it.’" 

The  Benediction  (By  Leader) 

Eternal  God,  help  us  that  in  a great  time  we  may  not  live 
trivial  lives,  that  in  a serious  day  we  may  not  dedicate  our- 
selves to  flippant  ends.  Make  us,  we  beseech  thee,  builders 
of  that  better  world  that  is  to  be.  Amen. 
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Fourth  Study  Series  WORKERS1  STUDY 

Unit  I 

Life  Question:  How  can  one  he  sure  he 


Sun.,  Feb.  14, 
is  a Christian? 
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A Christian  answer  in  thought  and  action  - 

Jesus  called  his  followers  disciples,  that  is  students. 
They  called  Him  Master  or  Teacher.  Jesus1  disciples  grew  as 
they  studied,  worked  and  lived  with  Him.  You  are  a Christian 
as  long  as  you  seek  to  study  and  work  with  Him.  As  a member 
of  a Christian  Youth  Group,  you  are  already  enrolled  as  a 
student  (disciple)  of  the  Master.  Your  progress  as  a disciple 
is  your  increasing  ability  to  know  God,  understand  the  world, 
and  live  with  all  people  in  the  spirit  of  Jesus. 


Matthew  7:7-11 
Mat  the  w 6:25 -34 
Mark  12:29-31 
John  8:31-32 
John  13:35 


God*s  Dependability 

Trust,  the  Cure  of  Anxiety 

Great  Commandment 

Test  of  Discipleship 

The  Work  of  a Disciple  (Student) 


"We  believe  that  Jesus*  essential  teachings  were  three  in 
number. 

First : Jesus  believed  that  there  stands  at  the  heart  of 

things,  an  unseen  God  who  loves  every  human  being  so  dearly 
that  all  of  us  can  trust  ourselves  to  Him  in  life  and  in  death. 

Second:  Jesus  believed  that  human  beings  — all  human  be- 

ings — are  children  of  this  God,  and  that  as  such,  they  possess 
an  infinite  value. 

Third:  Jesus  believed  that  because  every  human  being  is  of 

infinite  value,  each  of  us  owes  unfailing  respect  and  kindness 
to  every  person  he  meets. 

"Those  were  Jesus*  three  basic  convictions,  and  from  them 
flowed  three  new  impulses  which  gradually  transformed  the  life 
of  the  western  world.  The  first  was  the  impulse  toward  a new 
courage  and  a new  hope.  The  second  was  the  impulse  toward  a 
new  respect  for  all  human  beings,  even  the  ones  who  seem  weak 
and  unimportant.  The  third  was  the  impulse  toward  a new  kind- 
ness, kindness  to  everyone.  These  three  basic  beliefs  and  the 
three  impulses  which  flowed  from  them  are  the  core  of  authentic 
Christianity.” 

Pages  6 & 7,  "Getting  Help  From  Religion"  - 

James  Gordon  Gilkey 


My  Questions  to  Myself: 

1.  Do  I agree  with  Jesus  on  these  three  convictions? 

2.  If  I really  depended  on  God  as  Jesus  did,  what  dif- 
ference would  it  make  in  my  life?  (happier?  finer?) 
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My  Answer  to  Myself: 

For  the  next  week,  I will  train  myself  as  a disciple,  by: 

1.  Every  morning  I will  read  some  devotional  material 
and  think  over  Jesus*  teachings, 

2.  Every  morning  and  night  I will  pray. 

As  a personal  religious  experiment  at  least  for  the 
coming  week: 

1,  I will  try  to  discover  at  least  one  good  thing 
about  a person  who  does  not  seem  especially  at- 
tractive. 

2.  I will  try  to  see  and  do  something  kind  for  someone 
whom  I am  inclined  to  dislike. 


* 
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A Report  To  All  Those  Who  Helped  Make  Possible 
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March  25th,  1937 

You  have  helped  make  it  possible  for  many  young  people  to 
have  a more  meaningful  Easter,  We  would  like  to  report  some 
of  the  high  spots  to  our  friends  whose  cooperation  and  help 
have  made  this  series  possible. 

Church  unity  in  action  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  active 
cooperation  of  all  Christian  Youth  Organizations,  Fifty-two 
youth  were  in  charge  of  the  directing  committees.  One -hundred 
and  three  groups  enrolled,  having  a total  of  over  2100  students. 

Some  comments  on  the  lesson  materials  are  as  follows: 

"They  were  a fine  youth  program."  "These  proved  very  benefi- 
cial to  our  league."  "May  I say  that  I consider  the  series  a 
splendid  piece  of  work;  simple,  clear,  practical,  just  what  we 
need."  "We  found  the  course  quite  helpful  and  believe  that  it 
superseded  any  of  the  previous  three  courses." 

One -hundred  and  five  boys  and  girls  requested  interviews 
concerning  personal  and  vocational  problems.  In  order  to  meet 
their  needs,  more  than  one  interview  will  be  necessary;  con- 
sequently, this  process  will  continue  through  May. 

The  series  consisted  of  five  study  meetings  for  each 
group.  On  Friday  evenings,  there  were  five  special  meetings 
led  by  such  well  known  youth  leaders  us  Dr.  George  A.  Buttrick, 
of  New  York;  and  Dr.  B.  C.  Clausen,  of  Pittsburg.  Our  esti- 
mated results  to  date  are: 

Number  of  Meetings  - 415  Attendance  - 7,785 

The  financial  report  is  incomplete,  as  a number  of  youth 
groups  are  still  paying  their  pledge.  If  all  friends  and  youth 
groups  pay  their  pledge,  we  will  just  pay  for  paper,  postage, 
speakers,  and  pamphlets. 

Most  important  of  all;  the  Youth  Communion  Service  was 
unusual,  and  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who  attended. 
Thirty-seven  youth  signed  decision  cards  and  dedicated  them 
at  the  Communion  Service.  The  most  important  decision  was, 

"I  surrender  my  life  to  Jesus  Christ  and  his  way  of  living, 
and  I enlist  in  his  service."  Other  important  decisions  were: 

1.  "I  will  keep  my  friends  on  a high  level." 

2.  "I  will  serve  Christ  through  the  Christian  Church.” 

3.  "I  will  oppose  war  and  the  war  system." 

4.  "I  will  treat  those  of  all  races  as  my  equals  and 
brothers. 


f 


5.  "I  will  refrain  from  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  in 
all  forms*" 

The  Youth  Council  of  the  Syracuse  Council  of  Churches 
gratefully  acknowledges  that  the  above  report  has  been  made 
possible  only  through  the  cooperation  of  its  many  youth  leaders, 
loyal  pastors,  and  interested  adult  friends* 

May  the  blessings  of  Easter  be  yours. 


For  the  Committee 


< 
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COMMUNION  SERVICE 


Entire  Communion  Service  takes  place  on  raised  platform  or 
stage* 

A.  - Low  wooden  bowl  filled  to  over- flowing  with  three  kinds 
of  grapes* 

B*  - Large,  round  loaves  of  bread* 

C*  - Tall  flagon  for  wine  or  old-fashioned  pewter* 

D*  - Two  or  three  old-fashioned  silver  goblets  or  the  original 
wine  cups  of  a church. 

E*  - White  table  cloth  should  reach  the  floor* 


Candles  used  for  lighting  should  all  be  the  same,  16"  in  height, 
with  the  exception  of  the  two  taller  ones  beside  the  cross 
which  should  be  2"  in  diameter,  and  the  one  taller  candle  in 
the  center  of  the  head  table  at  least  24"*  Cathedral  candles 
should  be  used. 

If  possible,  arrange  voices  to  be  located  directly  in  back,  but 
test  out  for  acoustics. 

The  tables  for  participants  have  chairs  on  one  side  only,  fac- 
ing the  Communion  Table.  In  front  of  each  chair  is  a small 
plate  on  which  are  the  "elements." 

Candelabra  are  placed  on  sides  of  room  (taller  ones  nearest  the 
platform)  and  spaced  according  to  the  room. 

Any  footlights  or  overhead  lights  should  be  focused  on  the  cen- 
ter of  the  table. 


Characters  back  of  stage  — 

JESUS:  "My  disciples,  I have  often  wished  to  eat  this  sacred 

passover  supper  with  you,  and  now  I rejoice  that  at 
the  end  of  this  meal  we  have  the  opportunity  to  do  so." 

"As  I have  often  told  you  I came  not  to  do  my  own  will, 
but  the  will  of  Him  who  sent  me.  God,  our  Father, 
humbled  himself  that  man  might  be  exalted,  that  is  why 
I came  from  God  to  live  with  you.  You  have  not  chosen 
me,  but  I have  chosen  you.  Abide  ye  in  my  love." 
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(Pause ) 

"May  we  say  to  God  - *131688  the  lord,  0 my  soul; 

And  all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy  name. 

Bless  the  Lord,  0 my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his 
benefits:  Who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities;  Who 

healeth  all  thy  diseases;  Who  redeemeth  thy  life 
from  destruction;  Who  crowneth  thee  with  loving- 
kindness and  tender  mercies;  who  satisfieth  thy  de- 
sire with  good  things.  So  that  thy  youth  is  renewed 
like  the  eagle •*" 

"0  Lord,  our  God,  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the 
earth.  Father,  the  time  has  now  come  to  glorify  thy 
son.  I have  glorified  thee  on  earth  by  accomplishing 
the  work  thou  gavest  me  to  do,  I have  made  thy  name 
known  to  those  who  have  left  their  all  to  follow  me," 

"I  pray  for  all  the  world,  for  it  is  thine  - the  world 
is  thy  field.  I am  to  be  in  the  world  for  only  a few 
hours  longer,  but  my  disciples  will  continue  to  live 
in  thy  world,  and  to  do  God*s  work.  Our  Father,  keep 
my  disciples  by  the  power  of  thy  love  that  they  may 
be  strengthened  within.  The  world  will  hate  them  be- 
cause the  world  loveth  darkness  rather  than  light,  but 
thou  wilt  keep  them  from  all  the  evil  forces  in  the 
world.  Henceforth,  neither  life,  nor  death,  nor  angels, 
nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature  shall  be 
able  to  separate  them  from  the  love  of  God." 

"Consecrate  thy  children  for  the  unfinished  and  unbegun 
tasks  of  making  this  world  thy  kingdom.  As  thou  hast 
sent  me,  I send  you  into  the  world  both  now  and  for 
all  the  years  to  come,  I consecrate  myself  for  the 
sake  of  others.  I dedicate  myself.  I do  not  pray  for 
you  my  disciples  alone,  but  for  all  who  believe  in  me, 
and  I pray  in  thy  spirit  that  they  may  all  be  one  - 
united  - in  order  that  thy  kingdom  of  beauty,  truth 
and  love  may  abide  in  their  hearts,  and  be  shed  forth 
in  the  life  of  all  the  world," 

(Pause ) 

JESUS:  "My  beloved  Disciples,  honestly  I tell  you,  one  of  you 

will  betray  me." 

PETER:  "Lord,  is  it  I?" 

JESUS:  "Not  you,  Peter." 

MATTHEW : "Lord , is  it  I?" 

JESUS:  "No,  not  you,  Matthew." 

JOHN:  "Lord,  is  it  I?" 
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JESUS : 

"John,  certainly  it  is  not  you I Nevertheless, 
hand  of  my  betrayer  is  on  the  table  beside  me/’ 

the 

r 

JOHN : 

"Lord,  who  is  it?" 

JESUS : 

"The  man  to  whom  I am  going  to  give  this  piece 
bread,  he  it  is  who  will  betray  me." 

of 

JUDAS : 

"Surely,  it  is  not  I?" 

JESUS : 

"Is  it  not  you,  Judas?" 

JUDAS: 

"Yes." 

JESUS: 

"Judas,  do  quickly  that  which  you  plan  to  do." 

(Moments  of  silence) 

JESUS  : 

"My  disciples,  the  time  has  come  to  eat  the  passover 
with  you,  but  I would  give  it  a new  and  deeper  mean- 
ing. I wish  to  make  it  a consecration  service  where 

we  may  commune  with  God  and  with  one  another  and  learn 
how  to  live.  This  is  a service  of  remembrance  that 
calls  us  back  - back  to  remember  me,  back  to  remember 
God." 


(Pause ) 

"My  disciples,  this  bread  is  a symbol  of  my  broken 
body.  Take,  eat  ye  all  of  it." 

(Pause ) 

"My  disciples,  this  wine  is  a symbol  of  my  blood  - my 
life  given  to  you  in  love.  Take  drink  ye  of  it." 

"May  we  remember  that  thou  didst  so  love  the  world 
that  thou  didst  give  thine  only  begotten  son  that  whe- 
soever  should  believe  in  me  should  not  perish  but 
have  everlasting  life,  - life,  rich,  full,  free." 

"My  disciples,  be  of  good  cheer,  remembering  that  per- 
fect love  casteth  out  fear.  Be  not  conformed  to  this 
world  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your 
minds.  This  is  my  commandment,  that  ye  shall  love  God 
and  your  fellowmen.  And  loving  one  another,  as  I have 
loved  you,  ye  shall  fulfill  my  commandments." 

"ComeJ  Learn  of  me.  Go l Do  my  work. 
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"Make  disciples  of  all  men  in  all  the  earth.  live  as 
the  radiant  sons  and  daughters  of  God  and  loj  I will 
be  with  you  all  the  time  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world." 

"Behold!  Now  are  ye  the  sons  and  daughters  of  God, 
and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  ye  may  become." 
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VI. 

Incorporation  of  Projects 

During  the  first  few  years  of  its  existence  the  Junior 
Council  was  not  organized  for  project  work.  It  was  chiefly  a 
representative  organization  designed  to  bring  together  the 
leaders  in  the  various  church  groups. 

But  we  began  to  realize  that  we  were  doing  too  much  talk- 
ing and  very  little  work.  The  Youth  Study  Series  had  shown 
that  groups  could  participate  in  the  same  program  separately. 
Now  we  wanted  them  to  work  on  the  same  program  together. 

This  feeling  of  wanting  to  do  something  arose  at  about  the 
same  time  as  the  project  idea  in  the  public  schools  and  in  re- 
ligious education.  All  of  us  seemed  to  arrive  at  the  feeling 
that  we  learn  by  doing,  and  that  we  achieve  interdenominational 
unity  by  actually  uniting  and  working  together. 

And  so  our  organization  began  to  acquire  a new  form.  In 
the  former  type  of  monthly  meetings  we  could  do  little  but 
talk.  What  we  needed  to  do  was  to  work!  We  divided  into  com- 
mittees according  to  projects  and  general  meetings  were  held 
only  occasionally  as  a means  of  hearing  committee  findings  and 
coordinating  committee  work. 

I do  not  mean  to  imply  that  we  changed  over  night  from  a 
representative  council  to  a group  of  committees  assigned  to 
definite  projects.  As  each  project  was  undertaken,  we  drew  on 
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the  representative  membership,  who  had  formerly  been  attendants 
at  the  monthly  meetings,  to  act  as  project  committee  heads* 

One  committee  after  another  was  formed  until  nearly  all  of  our 
members  were  at  work.  These  committees  in  turn  drew  upon  var- 
ious church  youth  groups  for  members  of  sub-committees  with 
which  to  fill  out  their  ranks.  Thus  the  official  delegates 
became  chairmen  of  committees  while  others  were  drawn  in  to 
act  in  lesser  positions.  Our  old  council  became  merely  the 
nucleus  for  this  new  growth  which  spread  our  organization  into 
all  groups  which  had  formerly  been  represented  by  only  one  or 
two  delegates.  We  ceased  to  become  representative  and  began 
to  serve  as  one  unit  with  many  constituent  parts.  A church 
youth  group  was  no  longer  a member  of  the  Junior  Council;  it 
was  TEE  Junior  Council. 

This  served  to  make  the  organization  a live  thing  in  the 
minds  of  young  people.  They  began  to  realize  that  the  Junior 
Council  was  not  a separate  entity  and  law  unto  itself  but  a 
living  body  of  which  they  were  a part  and  which  they  could  di- 
rect according  to  their  nseds. 

The  change  was  gradual,  beginning  with  the  Easter  Sunrise 
Service  in  1938,  and  reaching  its  peak  with  the  launching  of 
the  Institute  in  1940.  By  that  time  our  group  as  a representa- 
tive body  with  monthly  meetings  had  evolved  into  several  work- 
ing committees  with  the  banquet  and  retreat  at  the  end  of  the 
year  uniting  us  for  evaluation  of  our  work  and  for  future  plan- 
ning. 
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VII* 

Projects 

1. 

Easter  Sunrise  Service 

In  the  spring  of  1938  we  launched  upon  a new  cooperative 
venture,  the  first  one  which  was  of  a purely  worshipful  nature. 
Although  a few  churches  had  individual  services,  there  was  no 
community  Easter  dawn  celebration  such  as  we  had  heard  of  in 
other  places.  Why?  Well,  as  nearly  as  we  could  discover,  no- 
body had  ever  suggested  the  idea.  So  our  pioneering  spirit 
led  us  forth  into  this  new  field,  and  we  broached  the  subject 
to  some  of  our  ministerial  friends.  We  met  with  few  objections, 
but  with  almost  no  encouragement.  Ministers  whose  Easters  were 
already  filled  with  heavy  schedules  were  afraid  of  more  obli- 
gations. "Who  will  preach  the  sermon?"  they  asked.  "You  can’t 
get  a minister  on  Easter."  We  wanted  an  outdoor  service.  This 
was  opposed  with,  "No  choir  will  be  any  good  after  they  sing 
out-of-doors.  A church  won’t  risk  it."  "It  will  be  too  cold. 
People  won’t  attend  an  out-door  service  in  this  climate.  It’s 
all  right  for  California,  but  this  is  Syracuse." 

Our  enthusiasm  did  not  wane.  Why  did  the  speaker  have  to 

be  a minister?  Couldn’t  we  have  a volunteer  choir  or  use 
musical  instruments  for  the  special  music?  If  people  could  go 
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skating  and  tobagganing  all  winter,  why  couldn't  they  stand 
the  out-of-doors  for  an  hour  in  the  early  spring?  After  all, 
they  can  sit  in  a stadium  for  hours  watching  a football  game! 

We  did  not  expect  that  our  plans  would  meet  the  unanimous 
approval  of  every  church  goer  and  minister  in  the  city.  But 
we  felt  a need  for  a community  Easter  dawn  service,  and  we 
went  ahead. 

The  city  granted  us  permission  to  hold  our  service  in 
Thornden  Park  amphitheater  which  seats  about  a thousand  people. 
Even  our  enthusiastic  committee  had  no  hope  of  filling  the 
seats,  but  the  location  was  ideal  for  our  purpose,  and  we 
planned  the  seating  so  that  the  congregation  would  not  be  too 
scattered. 

In  addition  to  the  general  committee,  chairmen  were  se- 
lected in  charge  of  publicity,  promotion,  program,  music, 
ushers,  and  various  local  arrangements.  Some  of  the  former 
skeptics  acknowledged  a new  enthusiasm  when  they  actually  saw 
our  plans.  The  only  real  objection  was  raised  by  a few  groups 
who  held  their  own  services  and  feared  our  "competition." 

Newspapers  gave  us  excellent  publicity.  Churches  which 
held  no  services  of  this  sort  themselves  urged  their  members 
to  attend  the  community  service.  Our  publicity  committee  made 
posters  which  were  distributed  to  stores,  schools  and  churches. 

Our  speaker  was  Professor  Harry  J.  Heltman  of  the  School 
of  Speech  at  Syracuse  University.  For  many  years  he  had 
taught  a Bible  class  at  Erwin  Methodist  Church  and  was  a fine 
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Christian  layman  as  well  as  an  excellent  speaker* 

A volunteer  trombone  quartet  furnished  the  prelude,  one 
number  during  the  service,  and  the  Sevenfold  Amen.  The  Sal- 
vation Army  Band  played  the  hymns  and  postlude* 

We  were  not  sure  how  many  might  attend,  but  we  printed 
two  hundred  orders  of  service* 

Members  of  our  group  were  appointed  in  charge  of  the 
scripture,  prayer  and  benediction. 

The  last  few  days  before  the  service  we  dashed  madly  a- 
bout  the  city  borrowing  trucks  to  procure  borrowed  chairs, 
renting  an  amplifying  system,  planning  traffic  routes  through 
Thornden  Park,  and  hoping  for  clear  weather. 

Easter  morning  dawned  cloudy  but  not  too  cold.  A wind 
caused  those  on  the  platform  to  wrap  their  coats  tightly  a- 
round  them,  but  the  congregation  was  sheltered  from  the 
weather.  At  6:30  A.M*  our  first  community  Easter  Sunrise  Ser- 
vice was  held.  On  the  brow  of  the  hill  overlooking  the  am- 
phitheater were  three  wooden  crosses  outlined  against  the  gray 
sky.  The  trombones  began  the  strains  of  "I  Know  That  My  Re- 
deemer Liveth",  and  nearly  a thousand  people  were  present  to 
participate  in  the  celebration. 

There  were  people  from  nearly  every  church,  and  people 
from  no  church  at  all;  people  who  went  to  church  regularly, 
and  people  for  whom  this  was  almost  an  initial  venture;  people 
of  all  ages,  classes,  races,  and  creeds.  It  resembled  no 
church  congregation  that  I have  ever  seen,  but  it  was  a congre- 
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gation  that  I had  always  hoped  to  see  - the  church J 

Shortly  after  the  service  concluded,  it  began  to  rain* 

We  dispersed  in  our  various  directions,  some  of  us  to  Easter 
breakfasts  being  provided  for  fellowship  by  various  churches* 
Easter,  which  was  a celebration  of  the  victory  of  Christ, 
had  given  us  another  victory  in  our  efforts  toward  inter-church 
cooperation*  We  had  convinced  ourselves,  our  friends,  and  even 
our  formerly  skeptical  churchmen  that  there  was  something  to 
be  done  and  that  we  could  do  it* 

Then  we  began  to  plan  for  future  services.  The  Council 
of  Churches  was  ready  and  willing  to  take  over  the  project,  but 
it  was  ours  and  we  kept  it. 

A few  changes  were  made  in  the  1939  program.  Unfortun- 
ately the  weather  was  such  that  we  planned  to  use  Hendricks 
Chapel  at  Syracuse  University  as  an  alternative  to  the  amphi- 
theater, and  it  proved  necessary  to  hold  our  service  indoors. 

A large  volunteer  choir  of  young  people  from  many  churches 
gathered  for  rehearsals  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Amos 
Phipps  of  the  Rescue  Mission.  They  furnished  the  offertory 
anthem  and  led  the  singing.  Mr.  Phipps  rendered  a solo. 

We  attempted  to  make  the  service  inter-racial  as  well  as 
interdenominational.  The  solo  was  the  negro  spiritual  "Were 
You  There?",  and  several  participants  in  the  program  were 
foreign  students.  "Jesus,  the  Lord  of  All"  was  the  subject 
of  the  address  by  Dr.  William  T.  Melchoir  of  Syracuse  Univer- 
sity. 
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Added  publicity  was  obtained  by  holding  a poster  contest 
in  the  high  schools.  Each  high  school  provided  several  posters 
which  were  exhibited  at  the  Syracuse  Museum  of  Pine  Arts, 
judged  by  an  able  committee  of  art  students,  and  then  displayed 
in  various  places  throughout  the  city,  including  the  Y.M.C.A., 
Y.W.C.A.,  public  library,  social  service  agencies,  churches, 
stores,  and  hotels. 

Flyers  were  distributed  at  the  Syracuse  Civic  Lenten 
Services  held  at  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  a large  poster 
was  given  a prominent  place  in  the  vestibule. 

The  chapel  was  filled  to  overflowing,  and  many  had  to  be 
turned  away.  Our  audience  was  truly  representative  of  many 
denominations,  but  consisted  chiefly  of  "church"  people  and 
was  not  the  cross-section  that  we  had  been  privileged  to  in- 
clude the  year  previous. 

Now  the  Easter  celebration  was  an  established  annual 
community  event.  In  1940  we  were  confronted  by  the  fact  that 
Easter  would  fall  on  the  earliest  date  in  500  years,  March 
24th,  This  meant  planning  definitely  for  an  indoor  service, 
a much  easier  task,  but  one  which  would  not  bring  about  the 
result  which  we  wanted.  We  had  discovered  that  enclosing  our 
service  within  four  walls,  even  those  of  the  beautiful  Univer- 
sity chapel,  detracted  from  its  significance  and  community 
appe  al • 

We  did  take  advantage  of  our  indoor  location  to  have 
soloists  furnish  our  music  tMs  year.  Dean  William  H.  Powers 


V 


51 


of  Hendricks  Chapel  was  to  have  been  our  speaker,  "but  illness 
forced  him  to  withdraw  on  the  night  before  the  service,  and  a 
local  minister  came  to  the  rescue  at  the  instigation  of  one  of 
our  faithful  advise rs. 

Snow  began  to  fall  during  the  night,  and  though  the  amount 
was  insufficient  to  keep  the  crowds  away  from  the  service,  we 
encountered  a quite  different  world  when  we  emerged  from  the 
chapel  at  7:30.  The  wind  had  blown  huge  masses  of  snow  across 
the  campus,  and  the  hundreds  of  cars  were  buried  in  drifts. 

It  was  nearly  noon  before  the  last  driver  had  shoveled  out. 

That  year  our  service  had  a new  purpose  - it  was  the  only  one 
that  most  people  were  able  to  attend  that  day.  By  eleven 
o'clock  the  entire  city  struggled  with  the  storm! 
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EASTER  SUNRISE  SERVICE 
THORNDSN  PARK 
SYRACUSE » NEW  YORE 
Sunday  — April  17th,  1938 
Theme:  Jesus  Lives 

Prelude:  "I  Know  that  My  Redeemer  Liveth"  from  the  MESSIAH  by 
Handel 

Easter  Salutation  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church 
Dr.  Coman:  "Christ  is  Risen!" 

Band:  (In  exultation)  "HE  IS  RISEN  INDEED!" 

Dr.  Coman:  "Christ  is  Risen!" 

Congregation:  (In  exultation)  "HE  IS  RISEN  INDEED!" 
Invocation: 

Hymn:  (Congregation  remain  standing)  "Christ  the  Lord  is 
Risfn  Today" 

Scripture : 

Hymn:  (Congregation  standing)  "Lives  Again  Our  Glorious  King" 
Silent  Meditation: 

Unison  Prayer: 

Almighty  and  eternal  father,  we  praise  thee  for  all  who 
have  witnessed  for  thy  glory  and  the  welfare  of  the 
world;  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apostles:  the  wise  of 
every  land  and  age,  and  all  the  teachers  of  mankind.  — 
We  praise  thee,  0 Lord. 

For  the  martyrs  and  faithful  witnesses  of  Christ  of  whom 
the  world  was  not  worthy;  and  for  all  those  who  have 
resisted  falsehood  and  endured  suffering  and  death:  — 

We  praise  thee,  0 Lord. 

For  all  who  have  labored  and  suffered  for  freedom,  good 
government,  and  just  laws;  for  all  who  have  sought  to 
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lighten  the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  and  for  all  who 
have  given  their  lives  for  their  country:  — We  praise 
thee,  0 Lord. 

For  those  who  have  been  tender  and  true  and  brave  in  all 
times  and  places*  who  in  the  world's  common  ways  have 
lived  upright  and  helpful  lives;  for  all  those  who  have 
been  one  with  thee  in  the  communion  of  Christa  spirit 
and  in  the  strength  of  his  love:  — We  give  thanks  unto 
thee,  0 God. 

For  the  dear  friends  and  kindred  of  our  homes  whose  faces 
we  see  no  more,  but  whose  love  is  with  us  forever;  for 
the  teachers  and  companions  of  our  childhood  and  youth, 
and  the  members  of  our  household  of  faith:  — We  give 
thanks  unto  thee,  0 God. 

We  pray  that  we  may  hold  them  in  continual  remembrance; 
that  the  sanctity  of  their  wisdom  and  goodness  may  rest 
upon  their  earthly  days;  and  that  we  may  prepare  our- 
selves to  follow  them  in  their  upward  way:  — Grant  this 
our  prayer,  0 God. 

That  we  may  have  a hope  beyond  this  world  for  all  thy 
children,  even  for  wanderers  who  must  be  soiight  and 
brought  home;  that  we  may  be  comforted  and  sustained  by 
the  promise  of  a time  when  none  shall  be  strangers  and 
exiled  from  the  household  of  God:  — Grant  this  our 
prayer,  0 God. 

In  the  fellowship  of  thy  spirit  and  the  communion  of  thy 
saints;  with  the  faithful  and  true  of  all  ages  and  climes; 
with  our  beloved  dead  who  dwell  in  thy  presence  in  peace: 
— We  who  now  live  and  labor  on  earth  unite  in  ascribing 
unto  thee,  0 Lord  our  God,  all  honor,  dominion,  and 
power,  world  without  end.  - Amen. 

"Hosanna"  - Grander  Trombone  Quartet 

Hymn:  (Congregation  standing)  "Low  in  the  Grave  He  Lay" 

"Jesus  Lives"  Professor  Harry  J.  Heltman 

Hymn:  (Congregation  standing)  "Praise  God  From  Whom  All  Bless- 
ings Flow" 

Unison  Benediction: 

I 

Now  the  God  of  peace  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our 
Lord  Jesus,  that  great  shepherd  of  the  sheep,  make  you 
perfect  in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you 
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that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight  through  Jesus 
Christ,  to  whom  he  the  glory  forever  and  ever* 

Sevenfold  Amen  Trombone  quartet 

Postlude:  — "Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen  Today” 

Salvation  Army  Band 
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CIVIC 

EASTSR  SUNRISE  SERVICE 
April  9,  1939 


Violin  Prelude 
Call  to  Worship 
Solo 

Hymn  No.  1 
Scripture  Reading 
Offertory  Anthem 
Scripture  Reading 
Directed  Prayer 
Address 

Hymn  No.  2 


Miss  Mary  Shepard 
Trumpet  Quartet 
"Were  You  There?"  Amos  Phipps 

"The  Strife  is  Ofer" 

Y.  S.  Hong 

"Low  in  the  Crave  He  Lay"  Youth  Choir 

Miss  Grace  Wilson 

James  Honyust 

Dr.  William  T.  Melchoir 
"Jesus,  the  Lord  of  All" 

"Christ  the  Lord  is  Ris 'n  Today" 


Benediction 


Alan  Mackenzie 
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CIVIC 

EASTER  SUNRISE  SERVICE 
March  24,  1940 


Malor  Wright  Presiding 
Miss  Eleanor  Holter,  Organist 
Rev,  Alfred  Palma,  Song  Leader 


Prelude,  "Three  Choral  Preludes"  Bach 

Call  to  Worship  Malor  Wright 

0 come,  let  us  worship  the  Lord,  for  He  is  good, 
and  in  Him  we  may  find  the  abundant  life. 


Response  (See  below.  Congregation  stands) 
d^enor  S’olo . "The  Holy  City" 

James  Woodward 

Scripture . Mark  16:1-8 

Hymn  tfo ~1 . "Christ  The  Lord  is  Ris  *n  Today" 
Prayer 

Announc  erne  nt s 
Offertory,  faster  Dawn" 

Soprano "Solo.  "Open  the  Gates  of  the  Temple" 

Miss  Alice  MacBride 


Robert  Darrone 
Gaul 

Wiley  Hauptfleisch 

Allan  MacKenzie 
Miss  Doris  DeLine 
Claus smann 
Knapp 


2.  "Break  Thou  The  Bread  of  Life" 


Hymn  No, 

Address.  ^AS  IT  BEGAN  TO  DAWN" 
ifymn  tfo,  5.  "The  Day  of  Resurrection" 

Bene diction 

Postlude,  "A  Saving  Health  to  Us  Is  Brought" 


Dean  William  H.  Powers 


Dr.  Powers 
Bach 


Responsive  Reading 

Leader:  Twenty  centuries  ago  a man  appeared  who  announced  a new 
motivating  force  for  government  and  church  and  industry. 

Let  us  look  back  and  see  this  man  killed  — his  only  orime 
being  that  he  taught  and  healed  as  God*s  son,  and  declared 
that  any  man  who  obeyed  the  laws  of  self -creation  he  him- 
self employed,  could  also  become  the  son  of  God.  For  such 
bad  faith  Jesus  was  executed. 

Group:  But  had  he  no  friends? 

Leader:  Oh,  many  followed  him  — until  it  became  dangerous;  an 
impulsive,  weak-kneed,  thick-witted,  sordid  lot  at  best. 

Group:  And  yet  after  Jesus*  death  something  happened  to  those 

men,  and  they  carried  on.  Through  His  friendship,  Peter, 
the  unstable,  was  recreated  into  rock;  John,  vengeful  as  a 
thunderbolt,  recreated  into  love. 

Leader:  Today  that  man  Jesus  still  lives.  Were  he  dead,  none 

of  us  would  feel  our  personal  idealism  outraged  by  the  con- 
duct of  Christian  statecraft  and  Christian  ecclesiasticism 
and  Christian  commerce  or  so-called  Christian  wars. 

Group:  Always  the  strongest  argument  for  Jesus*  resurrection 

has  been  its  power  to  transform  men.  We  recipients  of  a 
flaming  torch  handed  down  through  the  centuries  see  that 
the  living  argument  for  the  living  Christ  is  the  living 
Christian! 

(Suggested  by  ’Winifred  Kirkland*s  "Great  Conjecture".) 
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A. 

Evaluation 

Each  year  after  the  service  was  over,  and  the  congregation 
did  not  need  to  concern  itself  with  our  program  until  the  next 
Easter,  our  weary  chairman  and  committee  would  convene  to  dis- 
cuss the  merits  and  demerits  of  their  efforts.  With  the  recent 
service  still  vivid  in  our  minds,  we  would  collect  suggestions 
to  be  filed  away  for  next  year's  leaders,  and  then  depart  to 
rest.  V/ith  three  years1  experience  a summary  of  our  recommenda- 
tions would  be  as  follows: 

1.  Hold  the  service  out  of  doors  if  it  is  at  all  possible. 

An  Easter  dawn  celebration  should  provide  a view  of  the 
Easter  dawn  I 

2.  Publicize  the  celebration  early,  and  in  places  where 
material  will  be  seen  by  the  public,  but  avoid  spectacu- 
lar and  cheap  advertising. 

3.  Do  most  of  the  work  in  small  committees  with  the  general 
chairman  at  each  to  assure  integration. 

4.  Begin  work  early. 

5.  Provide  for  any  necessary  rehearsal  of  readings,  music, 
ushering,  etc.,  to  assure  a smooth  program. 

We  have  built  up  by  sheer  hard  work  a community  service 
which  has  answered  a felt  need.  Nearly  all,  if  not  all,  similar 
services  in  individual  churches  have  been  discontinued  in  favor 
of  this  wider  fellowship.  We  hope  that  the  result  of  our  efforts 
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may  encourage  other  young  people  to  take  the  first  step  toward 
the  creation  of  a community  Easter  celebration, 

B. 

Techniques 

For  anyone  who  may  wish  to  plan  such  a service,  we  submit 
this  outline  of  our  techniques* 

a.  Planning  the  Program 

1.)  Remember  that  you  are  planning  a service  of  worship.  Min- 
isters who  have  studied  the  art  will  tell  you  that  a fine  ser- 
vice does  not  result  from  merely  assembling  a group  of  hymns, 
prayers  etc,,  about  a given  subject.  Through  many  careful  steps 
the  worshipper  is  led  to  consecrate  and  dedicate  himself.  You 
may  be  helped  in  building  your  service  by  consulting  a minister 
and  by  reading  in  some  of  the  many  books  in  the  field, 

£,)  Any  settled  minister  is  terribly  busy  on  Easter,  and  he  will 
appreciate  your  allowing  him  to  help  you  beforehand  with  ar- 
rangements and  publicity  rather  than  asking  him  to  be  of  any 
service  on  Easter  Sunday. 

The  service,  especially  if  it  be  held  out-of-doors,  re- 
quires experienced  and  good  speakers.  With  rehearsal  some  of 
the  young  people  may  lead  the  readings  and  prayers,  but  the  ser- 
mon is  a more  serious  problem.  Keeping  in  mind  the  fact  that 

you  want  a Christian  message  and  not  just  a well-orated  speech, 
you  may  call  upon  - 
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a)  A minister  with  no  settled  parish  (district  or  state  of- 
ficer, etc,) 

b)  A theological  student 

c)  A university  professor 

d)  A Y.M.C.A.  or  Y.W.C.A.  worker 

e)  A social  worker 

f)  A Christian  teacher 

g)  A qualified  layman 

b.  Music 

1. )  A choir  is  excellent,  and  an  inter-denominational  youth 
choir  may  be  assembled  from  volunteers  and  serve  for  the  oc- 
casion after  a few  rehearsals. 

2. )  Trombones  or  trumpets  are  very  effective  for  an  out-of-door 
service. 

3. )  Vocal  solos  are  impractical  for  an  out-of-door  service. 

4. )  Congregational  singing  is  difficult.  A good  leader  is  ex- 
tremely important  in  keeping  the  group  together  and  is  almost 
a necessity  at  the  out-of-door  service,  even  though  he  would 
have  no  place  in  the  church.  With  a good  amplifying  system, 

a portable  organ  may  be  used  for  accompaniment,  but  a band  is 
best  for  large  congregations  of  a thousand  or  more  people. 

c.  Publicity 

1.)  Send  letters  and  cards  to  ministers,  youth  leaders,  and 
presidents  of  church  organizations. 


2.)  Try  a poster  contest  if  you  can  get  permission  from  the 
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public  school  art  department, 

3, )  Procure  "spot”  announcements  on  the  radio.  See  whether 
they  will  announce  at  6:00  A.M.  on  Easter  the  location  of 

your  service  in  the  event  that  weather  conditions  are  doubtful, 

4, )  Distribute  flyers  at  church  gatherings, 

5,  ) Ask  ministers  to  list  your  notice  in  their  church  calendars. 

6, )  Have  announcements  and  program  in  the  newspapers, 

d.  Gene ral 

1. )  Get  the  cooperation  of  your  park  department  or  private 
owner  concerning  site.  Amphitheater  or  hilly  region  is  best, 

2. )  Provide  for  chairs  or  benches  for  your  congregation, 

3. )  Have  amplifying  system  set  up  and  tried  out. 

4. )  Provide  programs, 

5. )  Have  music  stands  (something  to  hold  the  music  down  also), 
potted  plants  or  flowers,  etc. 

6. )  If  you  plan  to  have  an  offering,  provide  for  it  during  the 
service  or  outside  the  door,  and  state  its  purpose  on  the  pro- 
gram. 

7. )  Provide  an  indoor  location  for  the  service,  and  have  it  all 
ready.  It  may  start  to  rain  at  6:15  with  your  program  scheduled 
for  6:30. 

8. )  Plan  for  the  direction  of  traffic  and  for  signs  indicating 
whereabouts  of  service  if  you  are  forced  to  use  an  alternate 
location  because  of  weather  conditions. 


Above  all,  don't  let  yourselves  get  discouraged.  Keep 
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your  ideal  in  sight  and  strive  to  reach  it.  Try  not  to  anta- 
gonize those  who  don't  see  it  your  way.  Get  help  and  encourage- 
ment from  those  who  do,  and  go  ahead! 

2. 

New  Year's  Eve  Party 

This  party  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  projects  we 
ever  developed,  and  probably  the  most  fun  for  the  planning  com- 
mittee because  the  work  could  be  done  beforehand  and  they  could 
have  a good  time  along  with  the  guests.  We  thought  the  idea  of 
an  inter-church  program  for  this  occasion  was  original  with  us, 
so  we  drew  our  program  from  our  own  resources,  but  it  later  de- 
veloped that  Rochester,  New  York,  and  other  cities  have  done 
the  same  thing. 

Most  young  people  (and  probably  all  parents)  are  disturbed 
about  the  dearth  of  good  entertainment  for  youth  on  the  im- 
portant night.  New  Year's  Eve.  All  possible  opportunities  seem 
to  be  too  expensive  or  socially  undesirable.  One  single  church 
can  hardly  provide  for  this  need  because  of  the  financial  prob- 
lem entailed.  But  a larger  organization  can  do  something  a- 
bout  it  - and  we  did!  One  more  unexployed  path  loomed  ahead 
of  us,  and  we  accepted  its  challenge. 

The  chief  opposition  came  from  ministers  who  objected  to 
dancing,  and  from  those  among  both  ministers  and  laity  who  felt 
that  young  people  should  attend  certain  of  the  watch  night  ser- 
vices being  offered  at  various  churches.  We  dismissed  the  first 
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objectors,  quite  hastily  I'm  afraid,  and  then  staged  a quiet 
whispering-question  campaign  to  discover  how  many  young  people 
were  in  the  habit  of  attending  these  special  religious  ser- 
vices, The  number  seemed  to  be  practically  negligible,  for- 
tunately for  us,  because  we  did  not  v/ant  to  discourage  church 
attendance.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  young  people  were  not 
going  to  church  anyhow,  we  wanted  to  provide  a good  place  which 
would  offer  appeal  for  those  desirous  of  a New  Year's  obser- 
vance. In  the  end  we  compromised  and  decided  to  hold  a recess 
at  midnight  when  a brief  and  appropriate  religious  service 
might  be  held. 

As  our  objectives  for  the  celebration  we  held: 

1.  Good  clean  fun 

2.  Inexpensive  entertainment 

3.  A varied  program 

Since  many  young  people  do  not  dance  we  desired  to  pro- 
vide other  entertainment.  This  required  a suitable  location 
which  would  offer  a variety  of  amusement.  We  finally  secured 
the  Y.W. C.A.  facilities  for  our  purposes  and  then  forged  ahead 
with  our  plans.  The  program  consisted  of: 

1.  Dancing  in  the  gym 

2.  Table  games 

3.  Indoor  sports 

a.  Shuffleboard 

b.  Ping-pong 


c .  Lawn  tennis 
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These  were  carried  on  simultaneously,  and  most  of  the  young 
people  attending  tried  out  all  of  the  available  amusements  at 
some  time  during  the  evening. 

Just  before  midnight  we  filed  into  the  balcony  of  the  aud- 
itorium for  a short  candlelight  worship  ceremony  which  was  held 
on  the  stage  below.  This  was  conducted  by  some  of  the  young 
people  who  had  previously  planned  it  themselves. 

After  the  service  refreshments  were  served,  and  the  party 
concluded  at  one  o'clock. 

We  made  some  errors  in  planning,  but  on  the  whole,  the 
program  went  very  well  in  spite  of  these  mistakes.  For  future 
reference,  however,  we  compiled  the  following  thoughts: 

1.  Nearly  all  young  people  who  go  out  on  New  Year's  Eve 
go  in  couples,  so  it  would  be  well  to  encourage  this 
by  stressing  the  sale  of  one  ticket  for  two  people. 

E.  Because  we  listed  all  of  our  adult  advisers  as  spon- 
sors, we  caused  some  trouble  for  one  minister  whose 
constituency  objected  to  dancing.  If  we  can't  bring 
all  the  laity  up  to  date  before  next  New  Year's  Eve, 
we  had  better  consult  our  sponsors  before  publicizing 
their  names. 

3.  A worship  service  does  not  go  well  in  a dance  atmos- 
phere, especially  at  midnight  when  all  want  to  blow 
horns  and  yell.  Since  our  program  offers  many  in- 
spirational events  throughout  the  year,  it  would  be 
best  to  eliminate  this  service. 
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4,  Apparently  a large  group  of  young  "boys  shy  at  the 
suggestion  of  going  to  the  Y.W.C.A.  Try  next  year  to 
get  the  Y.M.C.A.  The  boys  will  be  satisfied  and  the 
girls  will  be  thrilled! 

5.  Simplify  things  for  the  committee  by  serving  only  light 
refreshments  and  omitting  the  sale  of  sandwiches,  etc. 
The  food  is  only  a small  part  of  the  attraction  of  the 
event. 

The  following  year  we  adopted  all  of  these  suggestions. 

The  Y.M.C.A,  offered  the  additional  attraction  of  swimming. 
After  the  party  the  papers  described  it  as  a "wet"  New  Year*s 
where  all  the  wetness  was  in  the  swimming  pool. 

Tickets  were  sold  through  churches  only,  and  the  doors 
were  not  opened  to  the  public.  Thus  we  had  a fine  group  pre- 
sent. Couple  tickets  only  served  as  admission  to  the  dance 
floor,  and  the  "stags"  were  forced  to  occupy  their  time  at 
games  and  swimming. 

During  the  midnight  celebration  a group  of  well-meaning 
people  from  the  watch  night  service  around  the  corner  came  over 
to  speak  to  us.  In  the  lead  was  "Ma  Sunday",  wife  of  the  late 
Billy. 

Because  the  date  fell  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  night  the 
two  following  years,  we  found  it  necessary  to  cancel  this  pro- 
ject. However,  it  was  a most  worthwhile  activity  and  one  for 

which  there  is  great  need  in  many  communities. 


A * » 


ft 


t 


r 


c 


66 


3. 

Summer  Vesper  Services 

By  the  summer  of  1939  the  Junior  Council  was  ready  to 
launch  another  of  its  new  projects*  We  had  "been  extremely  suc- 
cessful in  our  winter  programs,  hut  the  summers  had  found  us  a 
scattered  and  disunited  group.  Most  of  the  youth  organiza- 
tions ceased  meeting  in  this  season,  and  there  were  no  activ- 
ities for  their  young  people.  Many  were  away,  hut  it  seemed 
as  if  there  would  he  enough  left  to  make  a union  meeting  pos? 
sihle.  So  another  committee  was  formed,  with  these  objectives: 

1.  That  young  people  might  sense  afresh  the  inspiration 
of  Christian  faith  and  work. 

2.  That  young  people  might  feel  the  strength  of  Christian 
solidarity. 

A series  of  seven  services  was  planned  with  the  general  head- 
ing ’’Youth  challenges’’.  The  program  was  to  consist  of  fellow- 
ship and  fun  from  6 to  7:30  P.M.  and  a worship  service  at  7:30. 
Ministers  from  the  surrounding  community  were  asked  to  serve 
as  speakers,  and  the  worship  was  led  hy  young  people  with  a 
different  group  in  charge  each  time.  Locations  for  the  meet** 
ings  were  selected  from  various  appropriate  country  sites  in 
Onondaga  County,  with  only  one  being  within  the  city  limits. 
Churches  were  selected  as  alternate  places  to  be  used  in  the 

event  of  bad  weather. 

The  outline  of  the  program  for  the  entire  summer  was  as 


follows : 
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YOUTH  VESPERS  - 1939 

6-7:30  P.M.,  Fellowship  7 : 30-8: 30,  Worship 

THEME:  WORLD  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP 

PURPOSE:  To  provide  worship  and  Christian  fellowship 

under  the  inspiration  of  outstanding  religious  leaders* 


July  9 Woodlawn  Reservoir,  west  slope.  Stolp  Ave.  "bus  Syracuse 
"YOUTH  CHALLENGES  DISCOURAGEMENT" 

Rev.  Gene  E.  Bartlett,  Pastor,  Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Devotions : LISLE  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  MISSION  FELLOWSHIP,  an 
inter-racial,  interdenominational  fellowship  of  Christian 
college  students,  studying  toward  world-mindedness . These 
privileged  young  people,  gathered  at  Lisle,  N.  Y.,  represent 
the  highest  thought  of  our  own  and  other  countries. 

In  case  of  rain:  Belleview  Heights  Methodist  Church 


July  16  Top  of  Chittenango  Hill,  Manlius-Chittenango  Rd. 

Chittenango 

"YOUTH  CHALLENGES  CONFORMITY” 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  W.  Argow,  Pastor,  May  Memorial  Unitarian  Church 
Devotions : Lisle  Fellowship 

In  case  of  rain:  Shittenango  Presbyterian  Church 


July  23  Seneca  River.  North  Bank  Baldwins ville 

"YOUTH  CHALLENGES  INTER-RACIAL  DISCORD" 

Speakers  and  Devotional  Leaders:  Lisle  Fellowship 

In  case  of  rain:  Baldwins ville  Methodist  Church 


July  30  Oneida  Lake  Shore  Bridgeport 

"YOUTH  CHALLENGES  UNBELIEF" 

Rev.  Robert  Barkley,  Pastor,  St.  Peter's  Lutheran  Church 
Devotions : Program  Committee 


August  6 Tully  Valley  Tully 

"YOUTH  CHALLENGES  THE  WAR  MAKERS" 

Rev.  Dr.  Lloyd  E.  Foster,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 

Devotions : Program  Committee 


August  13  Lake  Ontario  Shore  Mexico  Point 

"YOUTH  CHALLENGES  EMOTIONALISM" 

Rev.  Leon  A.  Davison,  Blair  Academy,  Blairstown,  N.  J. 

Devotions : Program  Committee 
In  case  of  rain:  Mexico  Presbyterian  Church 


August  20  Judge  Lewis  estate  Skaneateles 

"HOW  ESCAPE?" 

Rev.  Dr.  Ray  Freeman  Jenney,  Pastor,  Park  Central  Pres.  Church 
Devotions : Mr.  Harold  J.  Wright 

In  case  of  rain:  Skaneateles  Presbyterian  Church 
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The  committee  divided  the  preparation  of  the  program  into 
several  sections : 

1.  Music 

2,  Speakers 

0.  Worship 

4,  Publicity 

5*  Informal  fellowship 

6.  Locations 

7.  Transportation 

8.  Materials 

The  music  committee  faced  almost  the  same  problems  as  did 
a similar  group  who  had  planned  that  part  of  the  program  for 
the  Easter  dawn  services.  However,  the  vespers  were  attended 
by  smaller  groups  making  an  amplifying  system  unnecessary.  A 
song  leader  and  trumpeters  played  an  important  part# 

The  speakers  were  obtained  from  interested  churches,  and 
selected  their  own  topics  in  keeping  with  our  theme# 

Some  of  the  v/orship  services  were  led  by  members  of  the 
committee.  Others  were  conducted  by  youth  groups  from  the 
community  v/here  the  service  was  being  held#  Others  were  planned 
by  gospel  teams  from  the  Lisle  Fellowship,  a nearby  summer  in- 
stitute of  an  interdenominational  and  inter- racial  nature# 
Whenever  possible  the  worship  was  planned  to  be  in  keeping  with 
the  topic  selected  by  the  speaker  of  the  evening. 

Publicity  consisted  of: 

1.  Letters  to  pastors 
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2.  Inserts  in  church  calendars 

3 • Letters  to  presidents  of  youth  groups  operating  in 
the  summer 

4,  Telephone  campaign  to  members  of  groups  not  active  in 
the  summer. 

5.  Signs  posted  near  meeting  sites,  serving  both  as  advance 
publicity  and  as  a direction  to  all  attending. 

The  informal  fellowship  consisted  of  singing,  get -acquainted 
games,  etc.  The  committee  had  to  plan  a very  flexible  program 
because  there  was  no  way  to  determine  in  advance  how  many  would 
be  present  or  when  they  would  arrive. 

Difficulty  was  encountered  in  obtaining  places  for  programs 
to  be  held.  We  desired  to  use  hillsides  and  other  spots  which 
were  far  enough  away  from  distractions  to  be  practical  for  our 
purposes,  and  yet  near  enough  to  churches  to  allow  for  a change 
of  place  if  the  weather  should  suddenly  prohibit  our  remaining 
out  of  doors.  This  complicated  our  choice,  and  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  chief  obstacles  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  vespers. 

Transportation  from  the  city  was  provided  for  those  who 
required  our  assistance,  especially  those  taking  part. 

We  also  had  to  plan  for  the  provision  of  hymnals,  music 
stands,  programs,  song  sheets  for  the  fellowship  hour,  and 
some  recreational  materials.  These  were  usually  transported 
in  the  committee  car,  and  cared  for  by  the  ushers  for  the 
evening.  Occasionally  they  were  provided  by  a group  in  the 
locality  of  the  service. 
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On  the  whole  the  outcome  of  the  project  was  sufficiently 
satisfactory  to  warrant  continuance  of  the  program  for  the 
following  year.  Attendance  had  been  very  low  at  some  services 
because  of  weather  conditions,  unsatisfactory  road  directions 
for  drivers,  late  publicity,  negligence  of  committee  members, 
pastors  on  vacations,  etc.  But  the  value  of  the  well-attended 
meetings  seemed  to  outweigh  the  results  of  these  others. 

In  1940  the  vesper  committee  prefaced  their  work  with  these 
objectives : 

1.  That  young  people  might  have  a feeling  of  Christian 
Solidarity, 

2.  That  youth  might  safely  analyze  the  perplexities  of 
confusions  of  the  day, 

3.  That  youth  might  feel  that  God  is  still  on  earth  and 
still  lives, 

4,  That  youth  might  sense  anew  the  faith  that  goodness  is 
mighty. 

5.  That  youth  might  feel  that  the  cross  still  stands. 

6.  That  youth  might  sense  in  a cynical  world  the  basic  joy 
of  life. 

7.  That  youth  together  might  pass  out  their  sympathy  and 
prayers  to  those  who  are  suffering. 

8.  That  youth  might  find  an  undergirding  for  whatever  de- 
cisions they  will  have  to  make  in  the  near  future. 

9.  That  a summer  interdenominational  program  might  be 


carried  out. 


, 

r 


71 


10,  That  youth  might  sense  what  "common  grounds"  they 
could  meet  on. 

This  year  only  three  services  were  held,  and  the  general 
theme  was  "Being  a Christian",  All  services  took  place  at  the 
same  site  to  overcome  the  difficulty  encountered  the  previous 
year  when  drivers  were  unable  to  find  unfamiliar  locations. 

Camp  Iroquois,  the  Y.M.C.A,  day  camp  was  lent  to  us  for  the 
1940  meetings. 

After  the  third  and  final  service  those  attending  divided 
into  three  groups  for  discussion  of  the  following  problems  that 
had  been  raised  in  the  three  talks: 

Group  I,  "Practical  Ways  to  Be  a Christian  in  Personal 
living" 

Group  II,  "Practical  Ways  to  Be  a Christian  in  Our  Church" 

Group  III,  "Practical  Ways  to  Be  a Christian  in  Interde- 
nominational Action" 

Instead  of  just  the  fellowship  program  preceding  the  ser- 
vice, a picnic  supper  was  instituted  this  year.  Another  change 
in  the  order  of  the  program  was  the  relegation  of  the  worship 
until  after  the  talk.  Then  a campfire  service  was  held  on  the 
beach. 

Attendance  was  much  larger  than  in  the  first  year,  probably 
because  all  efforts  were  concentrated  on  only  three  services, 
and  because  weather  conditions  were  favorable.  The  consistent 


location  may  also  have  been  a contributing  factor 
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Thus  another  project  became  an  annual  event,  filling  a 
definite  need  in  the  area  of  church  youth  cooperation. 

1940  Youth  Vespers 


July  7 - 

Is  it  Worthwhile  to  be  a Christian? 
July  14  - 

Are  We  Being  Christian 
In  Business? 

In  Literature? 

In  Polities? 

In  Music? 


July  21  - 

Are  There  Practical  Ways  to  be  a Christian? 

Discussion  following  - 

Practical  Ways  to  be  a Christian  in  Personal  Living 

Practical  Ways  to  be  a Christian  in  Our  Church 

Practical  Ways  to  be  a Christian  in  Interdenominational 


Action 
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4. 

Leadership  Training  Conference 

Our  first  step  toward  leadership  training  was  the  organi- 
zation of  a one-day  conference  in  the  fall  of  1939.  This  was 
instituted  in  an  effort  to  give  young  leaders  preliminary  train- 
ing before  they  began  their  year's  work. 

Because  we  wished  to  train  these  leaders  before  their 
groups  held  any  meetings,  the  publicity  consisted  almost  en- 
tirely of  letters  to  ministers  requesting  the  attendance  of  one 
or  two  leaders  from  each  church  youth  fellowship. 

The  actual  conference  was  held  on  a Saturday  afternoon  and 
evening  in  September  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  The  pro- 
gram began  with  registration  at  1:30  and  concluded  ftt  the  close 
of  the  worship  service  at  8:30  P.M. 

Since  the  average  young  people's  group  includes  worship, 
address  with  discussion,  and  recreation  in  its  program,  this 
conference  endeavored  to  aid  the  young  leaders  in  each  of  these 
fields.  This  was  done  in  two  ways  - through  seminars  and  by 
actual  illustration  in  our  program  for  the  day.  Thus  the  out- 
line of  our  schedule  included  the  following: 

1.  ^Registration 

2.  Opening  Address  (stating  purpose  of  conference) 

3.  Seminar  groups 

a)  worship 

b ) program  planning 

c)  recreation 
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4.  Recreational  hour 

5.  Banquet  with  closing  address  and  discussion 

6.  Candlelight  worship  service 

Those  who  attended  were  divided  into  three  groups  for  the 

seminars,  with  a rotating  schedule  so  that  each  person  went  to 

) 

all  three  seminars  in  succession.  This  gave  everyone  the  op- 
portunity of  attending  all  three  discussions,  and  at  the  same 
time  guarded  against  too  large  an  attendance  at  each  one, 

leaders  of  the  discussions  were  well  qualified  in  their 
respective  fields.  For  worship  and  program-planning  the  leaders 
were  church  youth  workers.  The  recreation  seminar  was  led  by 
a Y.W.C.A.  staff  member.  The  addresses  were  delivered  by  min- 
isters, one  of  whom  was  one  of  the  Junior  Council  advisers. 

Recreation  was  led  by  the  same  individual  who  conducted 
the  seminar.  A young  person  with  experience  and  training  led 
the  closing  worship  service. 

The  entire  program  was  planned  by  a committee  of  Junior 
Council  members  with  the  aid  of  leading  ministers  who  had  been 
sent  letters  requesting  their  suggestions  concerning  the  nature 
of  the  program. 

This  conference  hardly  provided  a thorough  training  for 
these  young  leaders,  but  it  did  offer  them  the  opportunity  for 
a good  start.  Our  other  projects  in  leadership  training  which 
followed  throughout  the  year  attempted  to  build  on  this  founda- 
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5. 

Youth  Institute 

All  of  us  who  are  in  youth  work  realize  a need  for  sys- 
tematic training  that  we  may  be  better  prepared  for  our  jobs. 

For  some  time  three  of  our  denominational  groups,  the  Methodist, 
Baptist,  and  Congregational,  and  also  the  Christian  Endeavor 
had  held  yearly  institutes  to  help  provide  this  necessary 
training.  Each  was  trying  to  achieve  the  same  ends,  and  be- 
cause no  cooperative  institute  had  been  realized,  or  perhaps 
even  dreamed  of,  each  set  up  its  own  system. 

But  there  were  many  church  groups  which  v/ere  too  small  to 
provide  any  such  program.  They  were  not  prevented  from  attend- 
ing these  other  training  classes,  but  the  programs  were  of  too 
denominational  a nature.  Why  not  an  interdenominational  insti- 
tute with  the  four  established  groups  integrating  themselves, 
and  expanding  to  include  all  church  youth? 

Leaders  of  past  institutes  gathered  to  discuss  the  prob- 
lem, but  were  loathe  to  accept  the  new  plan.  Their  groups  were 
already  running  successfully  and  the  change  might  be  disastrous. 
Finally  they  agreed  to  give  it  a year's  trial. 

A central  committee  endeavored  to  combine  the  best  fea 
tures  of  each  former  training  course.  Each  denominational 
group  was  desirous  of  maintaining  a certain  amount  of  unity 
although  the  institute  program  would  be  of  an  interdenominational 


nature • 
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Although  the  Junior  Council  of  Churches  embraced  some 
churches  of  every  major  denomination  and  many  others,  it  had 
acquired  a distinctly  liberal  nature,  and  some  of  the  orthodox 
churches  had  refused  to  participate.  Some  of  these  churches 
had  been  included  in  denominational  institutes.  So  the  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  their  probably  withdrawal  from  one  of  our 
projects.  Finally  we  solved  the  difficulty  by  listing  our 
various  member  groups  as  sponsors  and  omitting  our  name.  This 
satisfied  everybody  for  the  time  and  when  the  second  institute 
was  held,  our  name  was  on  the  program  without  question.  The 
following  letter  announced  our  plans  to  ministers: 


1940  YOUTH  INSTITUTE 

Sponsored  by 

Christian  Endeavor 
Judson  Fellowship 
Luther  League 
Epworth  League 
Pilgrim  Fellowship 

January  4,  1940 

Dear  Pastor: 

This  year  for  the  first  time  the  protestant  youth  groups 
of  the  Syracuse  area  are  uniting  in  a great  joint  institute, 
beginning  a week  from  Tuesday  evening,  January  16,  in  the 
University  Methodist  Church.  As  you  know,  each  denomination 
has  held  an  individual  institute  in  previous  years.  This  year 
we  are  combining  into  one  institute  under  joint  management. 
Several  copies  of  the  program  are  enclosed.  You  will  notice 
that  we  have  a fine  group  of  subjects,  all  under  excellent 
teachers,  which  should  prove  of  value  to  both  ministers  and 
young  people. 

Without  the  loss  of  denominational  identities  we  have 
pooled  resources  of  talent  and  membership  in  an  endeavor  which 
we  hope  will  be  of  vital  spiritual  importance  in  deepening  our 
young  people's  religious  experience  and  in  broadening  their 
Christian  outlook. 


' 
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The  success  of  this  endeavor  depends  in  the  largest  de- 
gree upon  the  cooperation  of  the  individual  churches,  and 
especially  the  pastors.  The  time  is  very  limited.  Would  you 
please  present  these  programs  to  your  young  peopled  group 
this  Sunday  evening? 

We  are  truly  sorry  to  suggest  even  one  more  thing  for  your 
consideration  and  attention  on  these  busy  days,  but,  as  always, 
without  your  backing  and  cooperation  we  cannot  succeed. 

Thank  you  kindly  for  your  help.  We  hope  tint  we  shall 
see  you  and  your  young  people  at  the  Institute. 

Sincerely  yours, 


, 

' 
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Program:  1940  Institute 
Worship  Service  - 7:15  - 7:55  P.M. 


First  Class  Period  - 8:00  - 8:30  P.M. 
(Course ) 

1.  Studies  in  the  life  of  Christ  . . 

2.  Workmen  of  the  Bible  

3.  The  Art  of  Worship  ••••••• 

4.  Making  the  Bible  Work  

5.  let  the  Prophets  Speak  

6.  Interviews  of  Jesus  

7.  Discipleship  

8.  "I  Believe"  . . . 

9.  Deeds  Done  For  Christ  

10.  Teachings  of  Jesus  . . 

Second  Class  Period  - 8:30  - 9:00  P.M. 

(Course ) 

1.  Church  Programs  for  Young  People 

2.  Essentials  of  Christian  Endeavor 

3.  Peace  at  the  Crossroads  

4.  Piloting  Your  life  

5.  Propaganda  Analysis 

6.  Understanding  Our  neighbors  . • . 

7.  Personal  Youth  Problems 

8.  The  Art  of  Speechmaking  

9.  Getting  Along  in  life  

10.  The  Challenge  of  Missions  . . . . 


(leader) 

• . Rev.  1.  D . Hill 

. . Rev.  W.  H.  Smith 
. Rev.  G.  Y.  Benton 
. . Rev.  Burman  long 

• • Rev.  Warren  Odom 

. Rev.  Roland  Straus 
. . Rev.  Arthur  Rapp 

. . • Rev.  Roy  Smith 

. Rev.  Clytus  Mowry 
. Rev.  Harold  Clark 


(leader) 

. Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Malcolm  Rowe 

• • • C.  E.  Officers 

• Dr.  Norman  Whitney 
Rev.  Alfred  p.  Coman 

. Rev.  Cuthbert  Rowe 
Rev.  Gifford  Webster 

Prof.  Prout 

Rev.  Archie  Bedford 

• Pastor  Gustav  Huf 


Recreation  - 9:30 
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Program:  Second  Annual  Institute 

Organ  Recital:  7:15  - 7:30  P.M. 

Chapel  Service:  7:30  - 8:00  P.M. 

(speaker  for  series  - Dr.  Lynn  J.  Radcliffe) 

First  Class  Period:  8:10  - 8:50  P.M. 

(Course)  (Leader) 

1.  New  Life  in  the  Old  Testament  • • Rev.  Charles  Ouderkirk 
E.  Jesus  and  Ourselves Rev.  Woodrow  Clark 

3.  Paul,  the  Man Rev.  Clytus  Mowry 

4.  The  Sermon  on  the  Mount Rev.  William  H.  Smith 

5.  Christianity  Under  Fire Rev.  Leslie  Simon 

6.  Into  the  Footsteps  of  the  Apostles.  .Rev.  Leonard  Basford 

7.  Parables  of  Our  Lord Dr.  Burman  S.  Long 

8.  Spiritual  Resources  for  Living  • . • • Rev.  Warren  Odom 

9.  Trail  Blazing  Prophets  Dr.  N.  DiStefano 

10.  How  to  Enjoy  the  Bible Rev.  J.  R.  Woodcock 

Second  Class  Period:  9:00  - 9:40  P.M. 


(Course)  (Leader) 

1.  1940  Discipleship  Dr.  Alfred  P.  Coman 

2.  Analyzing  Isms  Samuel  Marble 

3.  Making  the  World  Christian  Dr.  Theron  Illiek 

4.  Music  in  Worship  Rev.  Walter  Tildesley 

5.  Vocational  Guidance  ....  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Biederstedt 

6.  Highways  to  Happiness  Rev.  Archie  Bedford 

7.  The  Church  of  Tomorrow Rev.  Malcolm  Rowe 

8.  Christian  Youth  and  War  Prof.  No  man  Whitney 

9.  The  Christian  Answer • Rev.  Alfred  Rapp 

(A  training  course  for  leaders  of  the  Youth  Sunday 

Night  Study  Series) 

10.  Meet  Your  Neighbors Miss  Anna  Lou  Carmichael 

(Presenting  prominent  Syracusans  as  guest  speakers 
representing  various  projects  amongst  the  under- 
privileged of  our  city) 


Recreational  Program:  9:45  - 10:30  P.M. 

(directed  by  Harold  Clark) 
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Program:  Third  Annual  Institute 


Organ  Recital:  7:15  - 7:30  P.M. 

Chapel  Service:  7:30  - 8:00  P.M. 

First  Class  Period:  8:10  - 8:50  P.M. 

(Course)  (Leader) 

1.  Responsibility  of  Christian  Living.  .Dr.  George  Y.  Benton 

2.  How  to  Find  God Dr.  S.  Burman  Long 

3.  Blitzkrieging  Christians  Rev.  Harold  Swales 

4.  The  Personality  of  Jesus Rev.  A.  B.  Bedford 

5.  Life  of  Jesus  in  Fine  Arts  .....  Rev.  Roy  L.  Smith 

6.  Religion  in  Action  (Symposiums)  . . . Anna  Lou  Camichael 

7.  For  Officers  Only Rev.  Clytus  Mowry 

8.  The  Meaning  of  Faith Rev.  J.  R,  Woodcock 

9.  Knowing  Your  Bible Rev.  Viggo  Swenson 

10.  How  We  Got  Our  Church Rev.  W.  A.  Henricks 


Second  Class  Period:  9:00  - 9:40  P.M. 

(Course)  (Leader) 

1.  Qualities  of  Good  Leadership Rev.  Alfred  Rapp 

2.  Facts  Behind  the  Headlines  Mr.  F.  Pescore 

3.  Gearing  into  Life Rev.  Grover  Wickenden 

4.  The  Christian  World  View Rev.  E.  M.  Hayes 

5.  Streamline  Your  Mind Rev.  Harold  Clark 

6.  The  Peace  of  the  Future Prof.  N.  S.  Whitney 

7.  Christians  Must  Think Rev.  C.  N.  Ouderkirk 

8.  Creative  Christianity  Dr.  N.  DiStefano 

9.  Looking  Forward  to  Marriage  . • • • Rev.  Harry  B.  Taylor 

10.  The  America  of  Tomorrow Rev.  L.  E.  Simon 

(Last  two  are  for  those  over  twenty) 

Recreational  Program:  9:45  - 10:30  P.M. 

(Under  twenty  group  - Rev.  Harold  Clark 
Over  twenty  group  - Rev.  Leslie  Simon) 
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Our  program  was  planned  to  fit  young  people  for  intelligent 
and  capable  leadership  in  their  respective  church  organization. 
This  aim  divided  our  schedule  into  four  parts: 

1.  Worship 

2.  Personal  Religious  Living 

3.  Social  Action 

4.  Recreation 

I shall  undertake  to  explain  each  of  these  as  it  was  car- 
ried out  by  our  institute, 

1.  Worship 

This  was  held  in  the  church  auditorium  before  the 
classes  began.  Leadership  was  undertaken  by  the  sponsor- 
ing groups,  with  each  section  holding  one  service.  Each 
group  was  responsible  for  its  own  leaders,  speaker,  music, 
ushers,  and  programs,  and  was  at  liberty  to  plan  its  ser- 
vice as  it  desired, 

2.  Personal  Religious  Living 

Methods  are  not  the  "all"  in  leadership.  The  leader 
must  have  something  to  give.  To  help  us  all  to  acquire  a 
basis  for  Christian  living,  the  first  class  period  was  de«* 
voted  to  Bible  study,  theology,  and  the  art  of  worship. 

3.  Social  Action 

We  can  be  of  value  in  the  world  by  being  fine  indi- 
viduals, but  the  true  Christian  loves  his  neighbor,  and 
this  relationship  requires  action.  Thus  our  second  class 
period  found  us  dealing  with  problems  concerning  missions, 
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vocations,  world  order,  speech  making,  program  planning, 
and  getting  along  in  life* 

4.  Recreation 

Fellowship  which  consists  of  worshipping  together  and 
studying  together  goes  far  along  the  way  which  makes  us 
brothers.  But  we  also  need  to  play  together.  We  need  to 
have  fun  and  we  must  know  how  to  help  others  to  join  us. 
After  classes  we  gathered  for  recreation  - mostly  the  ri- 
otious  sort  - in  the  dining  rooms.  Here  we  developed  nimble 
wits,  strong  muscles,  a sense  of  humor,  and  a zest  for  living. 

Our  first  institute  was  held  in  the  University  Methodist 
Church  and  the  next  two  in  the  Park  Central  Presbyterian  Church. 
These  were  conveniently  located  and  sufficiently  large  for  our 
purposes.  There  was  no  denominational  feeling  about  the  choice 
of  a church. 

Young  people  from  the  surrounding  counties  as  well  as  from 
the  city  attended,  and  about  five  hundred  were  registered,  not 
including  several  who  came  for  only  a session  or  two  of  the 
total  five  and  failed  to  register. 

A fee  of  2 b(f  was  charged  for  the  entire  five-week  program. 
This  was  used  for  defrayment  of  expenses. 

Publicity  before  the  opening  of  the  institute  consisted  of 
flyers  and  posters  distributed  in  churches,  letters  to  ministers, 
and  newspaper  notices.  No  attempt  was  made  to  attract  young 
people  outside  church  youth  organizations. 
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At  each  institute  session  a small  news  sheet  was  distri- 
buted which  publicized: 

1*  Activities  being  undertaken  by  various  classes 

2.  Announcements  of  future  institute  programs 

3,  Notices  of  forthcoming  religious  events  of  a denomina- 
tional nature. 

The  class  studying  international  relations  formulated  a 
questionnaire  which  they  distributed  to  all  those  attending  the 
institute.  Purpose  of  this  project  was  to  discover  the  current 
opinion  on  questions  involving  attitudes  toward  world  order. 

At  the  close  of  each  institute  the  planning  committee  met 
for  an  evaluation  and  comparison  with  former  denominational 
achievements.  They  voted  to  continue  the  new  cooperative  plan 
with  little  change  in  type  of  program  for  the  following  year. 

Once  more  the  cooperative  spirit  had  resulted  in  breaking 
down  barriers  and  had  succeeded  in  doing  a go od  thing  better. 
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VIII. 

State  Organization  and  Meetings 

All  organizations  grow  stale  if  left  to  themselves.  Ideas 
and  inspiration  from  without  are  needed  to  promote  growth  with- 
in. 

The  Junior  Council  receives  this  outside  stimulus  from  a 
wider  fellowship,  the  New  York  State  Christian  Youth  Council. 
This  larger  organization  is  made  up  of  many  member  groups  simi- 
lar in  nature  to  ours  in  Syracuse.  Some  of  these  are  city-wide, 
some  are  county-wide  in  scope.  But  all  are  interdenominational 
youth  organizations  somewhere  in  the  state. 

The  State  organization  has  a long  history  of  its  own,  but 
I shall  describe  its  character  only  insofar  as  it  pertains  to 
our  relationship  with  it. 

The  two  chief  activities  of  this  Council  are  called  "Re- 
treat" and  "State  Conference",  and  their  titles  almost  explain 
their  nature.  The  first  is  really  held  for  the  purpose  of  plan- 
ning the  second. 

"Retreat"  occurs  on  a week-end  in  early  September,  begin- 
ning on  a Friday  evening  and  concluding  on  Sunday  after  dinner. 
It  is  usually  held  at  a small  summer  hotel  in  the  country  where 
our  program  is  the  only  attraction  for  those  attending.  Member 
groups  of  the  state  council  are  urged  to  send  a small  number  of 

delegates,  usually  leaders,  and  one  adult  adviser.  Several 
conference  sessions  are  held  throughout  the  period,  during 
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which  all  of  us  discuss  our  local  problems  and  consider  how 
the  coming  conference  can  help  in  their  solution.  The  confer- 
ence theme  is  selected,  part  of  the  program  is  outlined,  and 
some  committees  are  assigned.  This  planning,  together  with 
worship,  informal  fellowship,  and  recreation  constitutes  the 
"Retreat"  program. 

Between  "Retreat"  and  "State  Conference"  executive  com- 
mittee sessions  are  held,  speakers  procured,  and  conference 
committees  are  appointed. 

In  February  the  actual  state-wide  conference  is  held  with 
an  attendance  of  approximately  five  hundred,  although  there 
were  as  many  as  seven  hundred  one  year  when  the  conference  took 
place  in  Syracuse. 

The  conference  is  held  in  an  area  where  the  local  group 
is  sufficiently  strong  to  carry  the  load  of  local  arrangements, 
and  where  there  are  available  a hotel  and  restaurants  which  do 
not  practice  racial  discrimination. 

The  host  group  is  responsible  for  local  arrangements  only. 
Other  parts  of  the  program  are  assigned  to  various  attending 
delegations,  all  of  whom  have  planned  for  their  part  in  ad- 
vanc  e • 

Although  the  theme  and  exact  arrangements  differ  from 
year  to  year,  the  general  program  is  the  same.  Therefore  I 
have  transcribed  the  1939  program  on  the  next  pages  as  that 
of  a typical  conference. 

The  State  Council  has  somewhat  the  same  type  of  organi- 
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zational  set-up  as  our  local  group.  Officers  are  selected  from 
delegates  to  "Retreat”  and  "State  Conference”  where  they  be- 
come known  to  all  attending. 

Delegates  who  attend  these  meetings  offered  by  the  state 
council  receive  much  practical  help  which  will  enable  them  to 
be  better  local  workers,  as  well  as  much  inspiration  which  is 
helpful  in  their  personal  lives. 
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16th  ANNUAL  NEW  YORK  STATE  YOUTH  CONFERENCE 

February  17-19,  1939 
Albany,  N.Y. 

Theme:  Resources  for  Christian  Living 


Friday.  February  17th 
Wellington  Hotel 

2:00  P.M.  Registration  and  Room  Assignment 
"Get  Acquainted  Party” 

4:00  P.M.  Meeting  of  Commission  Leaders, 
Youth  Chairmen  and  Secretaries 


Trinity  M.  E.  Church 


7:30  P.M. 
8:00  P.M. 
9:00  P.M. 
10:15  P.M. 
11:30  P.M. 


General  Assembly,  Robert  F.  Zimmerman  presiding 

Address  by  Dr.  Beaven 

Meeting  of  Commissions 

Ad  j ournme  nt 

Evening  Watch 


Saturday.  February  18th 
8:00  A.M.  Breakfast 


Trinity  M.  E.  Church 


9:00  A.M. 
9:30  A.M. 
12:00  M. 
1:30  P.M. 
2:00  P.M. 
4:15  P.M. 
4:15  P.M. 


Worship  Service,  Dorothy  I.  Height  presiding 
Meeting  of  Commissions 
Special  Winni  Luncheon 

Worship  Service,  Marion  Odell  presiding 

Meeting  of  Commissions 

Adjournment 

Business  Session  of  the  Voting  Delegates  of  the 
State  Youth  Council 


Odd  Fellows  Hall 


6:00  P.M.  Assembly  for  Fellowship  Dinner 
6:30  P.M.  Fellowship  Dinner  and  Party 
12:00  A.M.  Evening  Watch 
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Sunday.  February  19th 
7:45  A.M.  Breakfast 


Boys  Academy 


8:30  A.M. 
9:00  A.M. 
10:15  A.M. 
12:00  M. 


Buses  Will  leave  from  Wellington  Hotel 
Worship  Service,  Kenneth  3.  Wade  presiding 
Meeting  of  Commissions 
Adjournment 


Trinity  M.  E.  Church 

2:00  P.M.  Closing  Service,  Gwendolyn  Ferguson  presiding 
3:30  P.M.  Adjournment 


Commissions 


Ages 
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IX. 

Annual  Reports  and  Banquet 

Toward  the  end  of  each  church  year,  some  time  in  May,  the 
adult  Council  of  Churches  held  their  annual  dinner.  At  this 
time  their  committees  reported  and  evaluated  the  year's  work. 
Bob  Smith  or  one  of  the  youth  members  would  report  on  our  ac- 
complishments and  future  plans,  and  many  of  us  attended  the 
dinner.  In  1938  the  youth  section  almost  overbalanced  the 
adult  group,  and  it  was  strongly  suggested  by  members  of  the 
latter  that  perhaps  we  should  hold  a similar  program  ourselves 
instead  of  crowding  out  the  adults. 

We  took  the  hint  and  in  1939  we  held  our  first  annual  din- 
ner at  the  University  Methodist  Church.  The  program  was  as 
follows : 

1.  Invocation 

2.  Dinner 

3.  Group  Singing  During  Dinner 

4.  Welcome 

5.  Proposals 

6.  Report  of  Nominating  Committee 

7.  Solos 

8.  Address:  Rev.  Franklin  P.  Bennett 

"The  Background  of  the  Major  Denominations" 
Address:  Rev.  H.  B.  Walker 

"Achievements  and  Future  Possibilities  in 


Church  Unity" 
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9.  Vespers 

All  of  the  program  with  the  exception  of  the  two  addresses 
was  given  by  our  own  youth  members.  Proposals  were  outlines 
of  plans  for  the  coming  year  and  their  presentation  to  the 
group  for  discussion. 

Topics  for  the  addresses  were  indicative  of  the  group's 
realization  that  we  ought  to  be  intelligent  about  denominational 
differences  so  that  we  may  be  best  prepared  to  achieve  unity. 

We  encouraged  only  the  attendance  of  young  people,  but 
several  ministers  were  present  who  enthusiastically  praised 
our  efforts  and  urged  that  we  continue  to  expand  our  program. 

In  1940  we  again  gathered  for  a similar  event  at  the 
Fourth  Presbyterian  Church.  Because  the  war  was  uppermost  in 
our  minds  the  two  speakers  centered  their  thoughts  upon  its  re- 
lation to  the  church.  Mr.  Francis  Hall,  a student  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  spoke  on  "American  Church  Youth  and  the 
War",  and  Hev.  Leslie  Simon  on  "The  Minister  Takes  His  Stand". 

The  advantage  of  including  this  annual  event  were  many. 

I am  listing  some  of  them  here  as  a guide. 

1.  We  could  present  our  evaluation  of  the  year's  work  to- 
gether with  future  plans  to  a large  group  of  young  people  who 
would  otherwise  hear  about  events  only  as  they  happened. 

2.  Much  of  our  work  had  been  done  by  committees  who  were 
informed  only  concerning  their  own  projects  and  had  no  unified 
view  of  the  entire  program. 

3.  Many  young  people  knew  of  our  work  because  of  past  par- 
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ticipation  in  only  one  or  two  projects.  This  meeting  gave  them 
a chance  to  learn  about  all  of  our  work. 

4.  Much  of  our  program  reached  only  the  leaders  among 
young  people.  This  meeting  was  open  to  all* 
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X. 

Junior  Council  Retreat 

Our  dinner  meeting  presented  our  past  achievements  and 
future  plans  to  a large  group,  hut  this  could  he  only  super- 
ficial. Much  critical  study  was  still  needed,  and  for  this 
purpose  we  held  our  annual  week-end  retreat  at  Camp  Tousey,  a 
hoys'  camp  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state.  We  were  for- 
tunate in  having  as  our  adult  adviser  a Y.M.C.A.  secretary  who 
could  obtain  one  of  their  camps  for  our  use.  So  off  we  went 
in  June  of  1938  for  a week-end  of  fun,  fellowship,  worship, 
and  intensive  evaluation  and  planning  of  our  work.  This  retreat 
was  held  for  officers  and  committee  chairmen  who  were  thoroughly 
familiar  with  all  of  our  work  and  able  to  contribute  to  plans. 
Thus  we  had  a small  and  actively  interested  group. 

Our  program  was  destined  to  provide  all  of  us  with  an  en- 
joyable and  profitable  experience.  We  began  on  Saturday  with 
an  afternoon  swim  followed  by  a hot-dog  roast.  After  this  we 
withdrew  to  the  main  lodge  where  we  settled  down  for  a business 
meeting  led  by  the  president.  Our  plan  was  about  like  this: 

1.  Discussion  of  each  Project 

2.  Criticism 

3.  Decision  as  to  whether  it  should  be  continued 

4.  Recommendations  for  Chairman  of  the  Project 

After  we  had  discussed  each  project  in  turn,  we  then  con- 
sidered whether  there  was  any  need  for  the  undertaking  of  new 
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projects.  Suggestions  were  made  and  acted  upon  "by  the  group. 

Recreation  closed  the  evening.  This  consisted  of  square 
dances,  singing,  and  stunts  of  various  kinds. 

Sunday's  program  consisted  of  breakfast,  worship  on  the 
bluff  overlooking  the  lake,  another  business  meeting,  dinner, 
and  a farewell  swim. 

Every  large  organization  needs  some  such  provision  for  a 
thorough  evaluation  of  its  work,  for  its  leaders  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  each  other  informally,  and  for  the  spiritual  re- 
birth and  renewal  of  these  workers.  More  and  more  the  retreat 
is  being  used  as  the  means  of  accomplishing  these  ends. 

In  planning  the  practical  part  of  the  program  we  divided 
into  committees  for  - 

1.  Transportation 

2.  Food 

3.  Worship 

4.  Recreation 

5.  Business 

Total  costs  for  transportation  and  food  were  divided  equally 
among  those  attending,  and  one  who  acted  as  treasurer  reimbursed 
the  food  committee  and  the  automobile  drivers.  This  made  the 
expenses  of  attendance  equal  for  all.  Records  were  kept  of  the 
menu  and  costs,  so  that  they  did  not  have  to  be  figured  again 
the  following  year  but  merely  adapted  for  the  number  attending. 

The  chief  difficulty  with  such  a retreat  is  that  it  tends 
to  be  undemocratic  by  having  a selected  group  do  all  the  real 
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planning.  To  minimize  this  f atilt  it  is  necessary  to  make  plans 
which  are  tentative  and  adaptable.  Keeping  this  in  mind, 
leaders  can  well  utilize  the  retreat  as  a most  satisfactory 
method  of  renewing  the  strength  of  the  organization. 
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XI. 

Evaluation 

At  the  conclusion  of  each  Junior  Council  activity,  the 
committee  responsible  met  to  evaluate  the  program  and  to  plan 
for  the  future.  I have  included  these  evaluations  and  plans 
in  the  sections  where  they  belong.  Thus  any  concluding  eval- 
uation is  necessarily  a consideration  of  the  value  in  the  exis- 
tence of  the  organization  itself. 

The  fact  that  the  Junior  Council  has  evaluated  its  own 
program  as  it  progressed  and  has  been  quick  to  change  where 
change  was  needed  seems  to  me  to  be  most  praiseworthy.  Because 
of  these  changes  the  organization  of  the  present  day  is  very 
much  alive  although  it  has  little  in  common  with  the  original 
Council.  However,  the  program  might  be  even  more  effective  if 
a few  changes  could  be  made  in  the  manner  of  operating  the  or- 
ganization. 

Such  a group  requires  a large  amount  of  money  for  running 
expenses.  At  present,  as  in  the  past,  the  Junior  Council  is 
entirely  dependent  upon  the  Syracuse  Council  of  Churches  for 
financial  support.  Unfortunately  the  latter  group  has  extreme 
difficulty  raising  its  own  funds  and  often  has  no  money  for 
the  Junior  Council.  This  makes  it  necessary  to  canvass  our 
friends  and  sponsors  for  gifts  and  loans,  an  unbusinesslike 

procedure.  Even  though  the  projects  are  usually  self-support- 
ing, a substantial  amount  of  money  is  needed  in  the  treasury 
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to  be  borrowed  from  time  to  time  in  advance  of  activities. 

There  has  also  been  confusion  about  how  much  money  should 
be  allotted  for  the  young  people’s  work.  Thus,  occasionally 
there  has  been  a serious  difference  of  opinion  between  the  adult 
and  youth  leaders. 

The  Junior  Council  might  attempt  to  remedy  this  situation 

by: 

1.  Planning  a yearly  budget 

2.  liaising  funds  by  means  of  membership  subscriptions 

3.  Having  a definite  understanding  with  the  Council  of 
Churches  concerning  the  use  of  their  office  and  secre- 
tary 

4.  Manipulating  finances  in  a business-like  manner. 

Among  many  of  the  city  churches  there  is  a misunderstand- 
ing or  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  Junior  Council.  There  ought  to 
be  a definite  campaign  to  improve  this  situation.  Leaders  in 
the  Council  have  recognized  this  difficulty  but  have  failed  to 
make  an  impressive  effort  to  remove  the  causes. 

Many  churches  are  still  too  hampered  by  denominational 
barriers.  Because  of  this  their  ministers  hesitate  to  cooper- 
ate with  either  the  adult  or  the  junior  councils.  These  people 
are  hard  to  influence,  and  obtaining  their  support  is  a slow 
process.  But  some  churches  are  merely  preoccupied  with  their 
own  affairs  and  have  neglected  to  become  informed  about  these 
broader  activities.  An  intensive  drive  for  the  purpose  of 
publicizing  the  aims  and  work  of  the  Council  could  probably  ex- 
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tend  our  influence.  Such  a campaign  would  involve: 

1.  Letters  to  ministers  and  presidents  of  young  people's 
groups  explaining  our  organizational  form,  aims,  and 
activities 

E.  Actual  contact  with  our  friends  in  these  churches 

3.  Deputations  from  the  Junior  Council  at  minister's 
meetings  and  youth  gatherings 

4.  Questionnaires  to  non-participating  churches  to  dis- 
cover their  reasons 

5.  Canvassing  of  all  groups  who  entered  only  a few  of 
our  activities  to  discover  why  they  did  not  join  in 
the  others. 

The  Junior  Council  is  extremely  valuable  in  bridging  the 
gap  between  church  youth  fellowships  and  church  adult  partici- 
pation. With  the  exception  of  the  Lutherans,  the  denominations 
seem  to  have  few  organizations  of  youth  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  25.  These  people  become  too  mature  for  the  local  church 
youth  group  which  is  usually  organized  on  a high  school  level, 
but  they  are  still  too  young  for  much  participation  in  the 
adult  activities  of  the  church.  These  people  find  their  places 
in  directing  the  Junior  Council  activities  and  thereby  maintain 
a continuous  interest  in  a religious  fellowship.  Nearly  all 
of  our  officers  and  project  chairmen  were  in  this  age  group. 
They  had  the  necessary  experience,  and  at  the  same  time  were 

less  likely  than  the  high  school  people  to  be  burdened  with  the 
operation  of  a local  church  youth  fellowship. 
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It  is  difficult  to  evaluate  the  activity  of  the  Junior 
Council  because  it  is  an  experimental  organization  which  is 
constantly  in  the  process  of  evolution.  Consequently  I have 


tried  to  point  out  the  virtues  and  defects  which  have  been 
apparent  since  the  formation  of  the  Council. 
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XII. 

Conclusions 

Because  of  the  constant  evolution  of  the  Junior  Council 
program,  it  is  difficult  to  make  any  definite  conclusions  about 
the  value  of  its  existence  and  activities.  The  organization  is 
still  in  the  experimental  stage,  and  all  of  its  work  must  be 
continually  changed  and  improved.  The  committee  reports  show 
the  success  of  the  several  projects,  but  do  not  necessarily 
prove  that  they  were  worthwhile. 

However,  since  the  activities  were  selected  because  a 
majority  of  youth  leaders  felt  the  need  of  such  projects,  it 
would  seem  that  they  served  to  fulfill,  at  least  to  a large 
extent,  these  needs.  What  more  might  be  done  is  a matter  of 
decision  for  those  who  are  at  present  engaged  in  carrying  on 
the  work  of  the  Council.  It  is  their  obligation  to  make  con- 
stant surveys  in  the  field  of  possible  interdenominational 
activity  and  to  develop  the  program  accordingly.  In  past  years 
this  has  been  carefully  and  thoughtfully  done.  If  this  policy 
continues,  a further  study  of  future  activities  may  show  pro- 
gress now  undreamed.  Each  project  began  as  a little  idea  in 
the  mind  of  some  interested  person  who  had  the  foresight  to 
see  what  might  be  accomplished.  The  Junior  Council  has  been 
fortunate  in  having  many  such  individuals  in  its  membership 
and  among  its  adult  advisers. 
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If  such  a program  is  possible  in  a city  like  Syracuse, 
many  leaders  in  other  communities  should  be  encouraged  to  at' 
tempt  a similar  plan.  The  possibilities  are  dependent  upon 
faithful,  capable  leadership  and  hard  work.  With  such  a 
spirit  as  that  which  is  characterized  by  the  Syracuse  Junior 
Council  of  Churches,  who  knows  what  the  church  yet  shall  bej 
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Abstract 

At  the  present  time  many  churches  are  working  out  cooper- 
ative programs  in  which  the  several  denominations  unite  for 
common  purposes.  They  have  come  to  realize  that  their  theo- 
logical differences  are  small  when  compared  with  the  beliefs 
and  purposes  that  are  shared  by  all  of  them. 

Because  it  is  easier  to  begin  this  work  with  young  people 
who  have  not  become  bound  by  tradition  or  prejudices,  many 
leaders  are  interested  in  the  integration  of  church  youth  pro- 
grams . 

This  does  not  seem  a difficult  task  for  a small  community 
in  which  there  are  few  churches.  But  in  a large  city  it  pre- 
sents the  problem  of  what  to  do  and  where  to  begin. 

In  the  city  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  with  a total  popula- 
tion of  more  than  200,000,  and  with  62  Protestant  churches, 
a united  church  youth  movement  has  been  a real  achievement. 

This  movement  began  in  1925  and  has  continued  with  con- 
stant evolution  in  the  development  of  its  program  until  at  the 
present  time  the  organization  only  slightly  resembles  the 
original. 

Because  I was  part  of  the  Syracuse  Junior  Council  of 
Churches  I did  not  think  of  it  as  a unique  organization.  How- 
ever, in  the  two  years  since  I have  left  Syracuse,  I have  dis- 
cussed this  program  with  many  youth  workers  who  have  never 
encountered  a similar  project.  Therefore,  I have  attempted 
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to  explain  the  history  and  activities  of  the  Junior  Council 
in  this  thesis. 

It  began  with  a small  nucleus  of  church  youth  who  gathered 
under  the  leadership  of  an  interested  adult.  They  were  repre- 
sentatives of  various  churches  and  met  chiefly  for  the  purpose 
of  exchanging  ideas  and  experiences  in  their  work  as  leaders 
in  their  local  church  groups.  Gradually  these  young  people 
began  to  carry  on  programs  of  their  own.  In  recent  years  the 
Council  has  ceased  to  become  merely  representative,  and  all 
members  in  the  participating  churches  comprise  the  Council 
membership.  Projects  have  become  city  and  county-wide  and 
include  thousands. 

During  the  days  before  the  Council  had  a project-centered 
program,  the  chief  activity  was  called  the  Youth  Study  Series. 
These  were  made  up  of  lessons  worked  out  by  a youth  committee 
chosen  for  the  purpose  and  were  studied  simultaneously  in  all 
the  participating  churches  for  a period  of  four  to  six  weeks 
on  consecutive  Sunday  evenings  in  their  regular  meetings.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  period  a mass  meeting  of  all  those  who 
had  taken  part  was  held  at  some  central  point.  This  was  us- 
ually in  the  form  of  a service  of  dedication. 

Later  projects  began  with  the  launching  of  a civic  Easter 
Sunrise  Service  in  1938,  This  was  the  first  city-wide  Easter 
celebration  and  was  attended  by  nearly  a thousand  people. 

On  New  Year's  Eve  the  city  offered  no  facilities  for 
entertainment  which  was  both  good  and  inexpensive.  Thus  the 
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next  project  was  a party  for  that  occasion.  A variety  of 
activities  were  offered  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  and  many  church  young 
people  were  attracted  by  the  program. 

The  next  great  undertaking  was  the  Summer  Vesper  program. 
Most  church  youth  societies  disbanded  during  the  summer  leav- 
ing their  members  with  no  church  activities.  The  Junior  Coun- 
cil planned  a series  of  youth  meetings  which  included  worship, 
recreation,  and  discussion.  These  were  held  on  several  con- 
secutive Sunday  evenings  at  various  rural  sites  throughout 
the  county. 

With  all  of  these  other  projects  underway,  the  emphasis 
on  leadership  training  had  been  relegated  to  the  background. 

In  the  fall  of  1939  a one-day  conference  was  instituted  to 
prepare  leaders  for  the  coming  year.  This  provided  a start 
for  the  more  intensive  training  which  began  with  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Institute  in  1940. 

Although  several  of  the  county  denominational  organizations 
had  held  institutes  for  the  training  of  their  leaders,  there 
had  never  been  an  all-inclusive  program  offered  for  young  peo- 
ple of  all  the  churches.  Though  these  several  institutes  had 
been  very  fine,  they  had  not  reached  all  those  who  desired  to 
attend  such  schools.  In  1940  the  leaders  of  the  former  de- 
nominational institutes,  together  with  representatives  of 
churches  having  no  opportunity  for  leadership  training,  gathered 
to  pool  their  resources  and  to  form  one  institute  which  would 


include  all. 
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In  addition  to  its  local  projects,  the  Junior  Council 
takes  part  in  activities  of  a state-wide  scope.  It  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  State  Christian  Youth  Council  and  partici- 
pates in  the  annual  retreat  and  in  the  state  conference.  These 
larger  meetings  offer  the  inspiration  needed  by  any  local  or- 
ganization which  requires  an  occasional  broadening  of  its 
horizon. 

Any  program  which  is  as  extensive  as  that  of  the  Junior 
Council  should  be  continually  evaluated  and  improved.  This  is 
done  through  two  annual  gatherings,  the  first  of  which  is  an 
open  meeting  for  all  who  are  interested  in  the  work  of  the  or- 
ganization. This  is  in  the  form  of  an  annual  banquet  followed 
by  reports,  and  offers  opportunity  for  suggestions  and  ques- 
tions. The  second  is  a retreat  for  officers  and  committee 
members  who  are  the  key  people  in  the  Council.  They  gather 
for  a week-end  during  which  they  evaluate  the  program  of  the 
past  year  and  make  tentative  plans  for  the  next. 

All  of  these  major  activities,  together  with  a few  small 
meetings  for  short-range  purposes  make  up  the  program  of  the 
Syracuse  Junior  Council  of  Churches.  In  the  body  of  the 
thesis  I have  explained  the  purpose  of  each  project,  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  executed,  and  the  results,  with  an  evalu- 
ation. 

Since  there  is  no  complete  record  of  the  history  and  ac- 
tivities of  this  organization,  this  writing  will  serve  to  ful- 
fill that  need  as  well  as  to  guide  those  who  may  wish  to  in- 
stitute a similar  program  in  their  own  communities. 
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